
Response to the questionnaire 
 
We have been involved in initiating and participating in the Adivasis (Indigenous 
People’s) struggle to protect their Land against Multinational and National mining 
agencies. 
 
Indigenous people are the original settlers of the region (Jharkhand state), India where 
we are working. They are the original settlers of the land. They are the owners of the 
land as well. Land is the only means of livelihood for them. Outsiders have come in and 
settled down in this region and began to take advantage of the simple nature of the 
indigenous people and took control over their land and other natural resources. 
Recognizing that the indigenous people will not be able to survive unless there is special 
legal protection for them, the govt. has legislated a number of laws, preventing any 
outside agency from buying their land or taking advantage of their simple and sincere 
nature.  
 
However, along with the globalization and the competitions of the multinational agencies 
to grab the natural resources in every corner of the world. The indigenous people are on 
attack to take possession their ancestral land and to get lost anywhere. Due to pressure 
lobbies and other interests, even the govt. is taking side with the mining agencies instead 
of helping the people to protect their land under the existing laws. 
 
In our case, govt. allotted the land of 9 villages to Panem Coal Mines Company to 
extract coal for Punjab State Electricity Board. The villagers were not consulted at all. 
 
We helped the villagers to come together, to discuss the implications of losing their land 
for them and for the future of their children; they were helped to know the legal 
protections for their land, etc. Thus, the people were initiated into a process of protest 
against the acquisitions of their land. 
 
The main objectives were: 
 

1. To protect the rights of the people over their livelihood. 
 
2. We wanted the govt. to accept the fact that land is not a property to be sold in the 

market for profit but it is the means of livelihood of the people and this right of 
the people over their livelihood should not be neglected at any cost by any law. 

 
3. The stringent laws that exist in the country against alienation of indigenous 

people’s land were in favour of us. But the ignorance of the people about the law 
and the historical subjugation meted out to them make them feel helpless. The 
powerful feel that they have a right to take the tribal land. This mind set is 
imbibed by our people as well. It is a hindrance to fight for one’s rights. 

 
4. The people think that the govt. has the right to do anything, to make, any laws, 

etc. Hence it takes time to become convinced fighters of one’s Constitutional and 
Fundamental Rights. The greatest risk was the possibility of the govt. machinery 
and the company joining hands and coming very heavily on the people and 
evicting them from their homes by force. However, the people stood together. 
The oppressed ones took very bold steps and resisted the company. 

 
 



5. We were engaged with the victims. Hence we were directly against the company 
and the govt. We were facing the forces of money and political power. It was 
direct confrontation: the people not allowing the company to enter the area and 
the company implicating the village leaders in false cases and putting them jail. 

 
6.  We built good network with different people’s movements, with some journalists 

and some political leaders who stood with the cause of the people. Always the 
affected people and their leaders took decisions. We helped them to see different 
possibilities and stood with the decision of the people. 

 
 
7. The impact of the movement is that the people have become aware of their rights. 

They have become vocal. They know how to speak for themselves. They are not 
afraid to stand for their rights. They deal with the company as an equal rather 
than as one above them. 
So the outcome is that they bargain with the company. Company has to listen to 
their grievances. People feel that though the coal is excavated, they are the 
masters of the place and the land. Land will be given back. 
 
The new Rehabilitation Policy of the govt. is influenced by the negotiations that 
our people entered into and the success they achieved. People were decision 
makers. The company ultimately negotiated with the people. Every decision 
should be a negotiated one in consultation and agreement with the people. 


