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International advocacy is an area of expanding activity for CLC.  Electronic 
communications enable communities from around the world to feed information into our 
team at the United Nations, and we, in turn, are able to disseminate information through 
our networks to inform and mobilize CLC members in 65 nations. 
 
No single event captures the model of advocacy that CLC employs, and it is important to 
note that we are still exploring and expanding the potential for advocacy through our 
NGO status at the United Nations. 
 
Some of the issues that have called forth specific responses from CLC include the 
proposal to reroute the Sao Francisco River in Brazil; the ongoing conflict between 
Vietnamese Catholic bishops and the government in Vietnam; and the crisis in India that 
has led to the persecution of Christians, especially in the state of Orissa. 
 
In each case, voices from the affected community raised the issue for CLC to address as a 
world body.  We recognize the value of awareness – that our communities world-wide 
are informed of the difficulties that other members of CLC (and all of our sisters and 
brothers around the world) encounter.  We also share a commitment to promoting the 
common good and to working to change unjust social structures, and so we move beyond 
awareness to action.  
 
Action happens at different levels and takes different forms: 
 A. Raising awareness – communicating about the issue so that more people are  
  made aware. 
 B.  Raising voices – joining letter-writing campaigns and sending emails to  
  government and international leaders, participating at the local, national or 
  international level in statements of protest. 
 C. Networking – joining other NGOs working on the same issue, whether in  
  meetings, briefings or other contexts.  This includes sharing our resources  
  and drawing on theirs, whether it be information, joint action or   
  experience and wisdom. 
 D. Speaking out to Government and UN Representatives.  This is done directly –  
  in face to face meetings with representatives from country missions as  
  well as UN personnel.  It is also done in a more formal setting when  
  statements are submitted in writing preparatory to events such as UN  
  Commission meetings.  Because of CLC’s “special roster status” as an  
  NGO, we cannot initiate such statements, but we can sign on in support of  
  another NGO’s statement, as we often do. 



 E.  Supporting those suffering injustice.  We stand in solidarity with those for  
  whom we advocate, and so offer our prayers along with material and  
  financial support, often working through the local CLC community  
  in the affected  area. 
 
 
Currently our primary areas of advocacy at the United Nations are issues related to 
migration, poverty/social development and environment/water.  Initially, those areas of 
concentration were chosen through discernment, using the Ignatian model.  Using the 
overall theme of multicultural respect, dialogue and advocacy, we sought to discern one 
or two more specific focal areas in order to be effective advocates in the UN system.  
 
Our UN team includes Working Groups (WGs) based in New York and Geneva.  These 
WG’s maintain contact with one individual – our national contact – in each country.  The 
national contacts disseminate information coming from the WG’s, but they are also often 
our sources of information, so their communications flow back and forth, both with the 
WGs and with the CLC members in their home counties.  They share stories from the 
grassroots level that are invaluable to our conversations at the UN about injustice and 
need. 
 
Our membership world-wide has become more actively engaged in international 
advocacy as our communication network has expanded.  This commitment was 
reaffirmed at our 2008 World Assembly.  We are contemplating the creation of a staff 
position that would be a full-time advocacy coordinator.  At present we have four part-
time NGO representatives at the UN in New York. 


