
QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

1. Advocacy coalition opposing anti-immigrant legislation in the Louisiana 
legislature, USA. 

 
2. Summary/Abstract – In the absence of federal level legislation to reform U.S. 

migration policy, many states and local jurisdictions (counties, cities) are 
attempting to pass legislation which deals with the situation of over 10,000,000 
undocumented migrants in the U.S.A. Much of this proposed legislation could 
also target not only undocumented immigrants, but anyone, including U.S. 
citizens “suspicious” because of their language or skin color. The Jesuit Social 
Research Institute (JSRI) of Loyola University New Orleans has been an advocate 
for immigrant rights since its inception in August, 2007. In the spring of 2008 we 
worked in coalition with several other groups to testify against approximately 10 
bills before the Louisiana legislature which would make it a crime to be of 
assistance to undocumented immigrants, for example, transporting them to 
church, getting them medical care, feeding them, etc. All of these proposed bills 
were defeated this year, though these issues will certainly remain in the legislative 
agenda at least until the USA passes comprehensive migration legislation in the 
future.   

 
3. Overall objectives – are to continue advocacy in order to develop pro-social 

migration policies and advocate against anti-immigrant policies. 
 

4. Elements of the context – Ongoing grass-roots-based research done by JSRI 
keeps us informed about the situation of immigrants as well as the legal 
challenges they face. We also participate in the Jesuit Migration Service (Servicio 
Jesuita a Migrantes Centroamerica y Norteamerica) which provides an 
international advocacy context. The most significant contextual influence is the 
overwhelming anti-immigrant attitude dominant in U.S. culture. This cultural bias 
has indeed stirred up opposition to our institute’s position on these issues. 

 
5. People involved – one of JSRI’s research fellows, Fr. Thomas Greene, S.J., 

specializes in migration questions. His work involves regular contact with the 
immigrants, especially those detained by the government in preparation for being 
deported to their country of origin. In undertaking this advocacy campaign we 
were aligned with several other faith-based organizations, including the Louisiana 
Catholic Conference as well as some other non-Catholic religious advocates and 
other NGOs. Unfortunately, because of the legal environment, it would be 
dangerous for undocumented immigrants to develop any public organizations for 
themselves in this situation. But our coalition has been able to become a voice for 
them. 

 
6. Our organization – The Jesuit Social Research Institute does advocacy on issues 

of migration, poverty and racism. All of our fellows are involved. We are a 
research institute based in the values of Catholic Social Thought and the Jesuit 



Faith that does Justice. Our advocacy includes direct lobbying on specific 
governmental issues, but also research and education on these issues, as well as 
indirect dialog with those responsible for public policy and practices. We 
currently have the income from an endowment of $6 million which supports our 
institute, including our advocacy efforts. 

 
7. Impacts / Outcomes – We were able to block all of the proposed anti-immigrant 

legislation for this year. We expect that more will be forthcoming in the future. 
 

8. Reflection & Evaluation – We learned that a group of faith-based advocates can 
collaborate and succeed in a common advocacy campaign, and this strengthened 
our confidence that we will be able to undertake future campaigns.  

 


