
1. Name of the title of the experience: 

 

A social research on conscientious objection to seminarians in 2007 

 

2. Summary 

 

Around 1,000 young men are in the jail because of conscientious objection every year in 

Korea. They are mostly the believers of Jehova’s Witness. But recently some other 

young men of other denominations pronounced conscientious objection. In 2005, a 

Catholic pronounced conscientious objection. They were all put into jail for one and half 

years. And some others were expected to pronounce. 

 

On the other hand, the catechism of the Church(n. 2311) and the Compendium of the 

Social Doctrine of the Church(n. 503) agree on conscientious objection and recommend 

each country to have alternative social services. Following these social teachings of the 

Church, the social research project was planed. The aim of this research is to get basic 

data on conscientious objection of seminarians. We planed to have a campaign with the 

data in the Church through the Church mess media.  

 

3. Overall objectives 

 

The aim of the social research was to arouse public opinion in the Church and to 

propose that Korean bishops’ Conference made a proposal to the government on 

altnertive social service.  

 

4. Elements of context 

 

Korean government was recommened to make an alternative social service for 

conscientious objectors from the human rights committee of UN. And in the national 

context, the public opinion on conscientous objection was made, and two National 

Assembly members proposed a law for the alternative social service. We thought that 

the official letter of the Korean bishops’ Conference would be helpful to make the law 

for the alternative social service.  

 

Culturally, military service is compulsory to men. Thus, supporting the conscientious 

objection and the alternative social servie might be shown as refusal on military service.  



 

The conscientious objectors are treated as criminal, even though the constitution of the 

nation allows the freedom of conscientness. In order to support them we ask questions 

showing the supporting paragraphs on the conscientious objection from the catechism 

and social teaching of the Church.  

 

5. People involved and affected, our accompaniment 

 

Some supporters of the one who pronounced conscientious objection as a Catholic and 

the Woori theology institute for making questionnaire and analysis. There are seven 

seminaries in Korea, and 1080 out of 1248 seminarians responded the questionnaire.  

 

6. Our organization 

 

The main activity of the commission for justice, peace and environment of the major 

superiors’ conference of men’s religious orders is to promote justice and human rights. 

As Gaudium et Spes mentions, we open our hearts to “the joys and the hopes, the grief 

and the anxieties of the men and women of this age, especially those who are poor or in 

any way afflicted.”(n. 1) Our activity is more on action than on research, such as 

solidarity to those who are in poor and are threatened human rights.  

 

While we were taking action on conscientious objection we realized campaign was 

another way. Before the campaign it was necessary to have social research data and 

discussion on the analysis the data. With the campaign through the Church mess media 

we planned to make a proposal to the Korean bishops’ Conference to support the 

conscientious objectors. But the final goal was not achieved by the Church.  

 

7. Impacts/ Outcomes 

 

In a sense we achieved our objectives. Korea is the only country divided into south and 

north politically. The Korean War in 1950 is a bitter experience to all Koreans. After 

the War military competition became higher against each other. Within this culture 

military service is compulsory to all men. The social research on conscientious 

objection gave knowledge on this matter in the Church. But the final activists, the 

bishops did not accept the proposal from the research. Fortunately, the government 

announced the plan on alternative social service, and the law is in the process now.  



 

8. Reflecting on lessons learned & Project evaluation 

 

In dealing with social justice issues those who are involved in the activity are easily 

exhausted. For me, I tried to be with the poor in the field of trouble in order to solve 

the trouble. But most of the trouble remained unsolved. Most social activists are 

frustrated encountering these situations.  

 

Through the social research and campaign I learned there was another way to solve 

troubles. After the social reseach we had much to talk about the issue and we could 

make public oppinon. We also expected the Church had to respond the result of the 

social research.  

 


