
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

1. Name or title of the experience -  “The Resources of the Diverse” 

 

2. Summary/Abstract     
The experience we’re describing is an initiative focused on a stage show representation, 
taken on tour in Italy and in Albania, with deaf and hearing young people as actors, included 
in a wider Magis Project aiming to rehabilitate deaf Albanian minors from hearing 
impairment. 

The project has confronted the problem of deaf-mutism not as a disgrace, but as a resource, 
taking advantage of theatre means, and,  through theatre tours and civil society and public 
institutional involvement, has wanted to encourage overcoming cultural barriers that cause 
difficulties in school integration and social inclusion of young deaf  Albanians. 

3. Overall objectives 
 

 Encourage, by means of education to development activities in handicap sector, the 
overcoming of cultural barriers that cause difficulties in school integration and social 
inclusion of young disabled;   

 
 Awake and educate school world and civil society in wide urban areas (three in Italy 
and in two in Albania), and Italian and Albanian institutions on disabled minors 
difficulties, taking advantage from a deaf and hearing young Albanians’ mixed theatre 
experience, within the context of an Italian Cooperation project;    

 
 Encourage disabled social integration, overcoming main obstacles due to civil 
society’s attitudes, in particular ignorance and fear of the diverse, factors that cause lack of 
sensibility to the problem of equal opportunities for disabled people. Family, school and 
local community represent the social entities that can contribute to achieve this aim; 

 
 Give priority to initiatives addressed to children socially excluded because of their 
disability and intervene as earlier as possible to prevent or reduce negative effects of 
disability. In fact attention addressed to children’s disability increases rehabilitation 
possibilities; 

 
 Encourage exchanges of experiences and of educational models between partners in 
cooperation, engaged on disability in different Developing Countries; 

 
 Overcome closed, totalising structures since, for disabled minors, access to education 
is obtained  not segregating them in separate schools, but rather modifying the existing 
school system. Integrated School is a school opened to all students, respecting people’s 
differences and making the most of each one’s talents, characteristics and  capacities. 
School has to be understood as a cooperative, non competitive environment. Children 
must learn together, independently from their differences and specific difficulties.  

 

4. Elements of the context 
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Hearing impairment, if not immediately treated with adequate hearing aids and rehabilitation 
procedures, can cause speech inability  and deaf-mutism.  
This disability is among the worst ones because it has consequences on education and 
communication and impairs employment and social relationships.  

In order to reduce exclusion and enable social integration of hearing impaired minors of 
Tirana’s Institute for Deaf Children, MAGIS has set up an integrated theatre workshop, with 
20 girls and boys  coming from Tirana’s  Institute for Deaf, and 10 non-impaired students 
from 2 nearby public schools.  

The project is considered integrated since hearing impaired students have worked with a 
group of students of their same age, coming from public schools.  

5. People involved and affected, our accompaniment 

 
In Italy (in Messina, Rome, and Turin): 

 3 provincial education authority offices 
 at least 6 junior high schools (third year) and secondary schools, in each town, with 

at least 3 classes participating from each one, for an overall 1.300 – 1.400 students 
 at least 100 teachers 
 at least 300 young people coming from centres for disabled, or young people in 

social distress, and young national or international volunteers 
 parents 
 diocesan communities, representing local entities 

 
In Albania (in Fier and Scutari):  

 2 provincial education authority offices 
 at least 3 secondary schools for each town, with 3 classes participating from each 

school, for an overall 700 students  
 at least 40 teachers 
 around 200 young people coming from social centres or from centres for disabled 
 parents 
 diocesan communities, representing local entities 

 
The general strategy of the initiative aims to awaken awareness and form educational 
institutions, local administrators of social services, associations representative of social 
society and the population in general on Education for Development activities led by the 
Italian Cooperation, with  particular attention to disabilities.  

6. Our organisation 

 
MAGIS works in Education for Development, section of International Cooperation dealing 
with educational, formational, informational and awareness awakening activities concerning 
poverty and social and economic inequalities.  

The aim of Education for Development Projects is to promote initiatives and programs 
awakening institutions’ public opinion awareness and promoting concern on Development 
among groups and social categories, in particular among young people, in Italy and in 
Developing Countries, enabling mentality change towards underdevelopment’s problems 
and interdependence between people.   
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 Impacts / Outcomes 

In Albania, the theatre stage show has been on tour in Scutari and in Fier, and the project has 
met a great success: over a thousand students from Public and Private Schools have attended 
the representation. 

In Italy the theatre tour started in Milan on the 24th October 2006, continued in Turin and 
Rome and ended in Bari on the 7th November. The project included meetings in the schools 
for teachers and educators information on the following issues: minors disability, school 
integration and social inclusion. 

The results of these activities have been assembled by the Project’s Coordinating Committee 
and diffused through a monographic publication, through the partners NGOs websites and 
through different media. The aim of this diffusion is to produce multiplier’s effect of this 
experience, both in Italy and in Albania, awareness awakening of a growing number of 
people on disability’s issues, and visibility of  Italian Cooperation for Development actions, 
in particular in social promotion sector.  
 

7. Reflecting on lessons learned & Project evaluation 

 
Positive experience, positive impact, it has enabled the organisation to grow and to improve 
its capacity to involve public institutions and civil society in its activities. The major 
problems have been on the organisational side.   

The project has effectively developed issues of high educative value around an event, that is 
a theatre representation with Children from a Developing Country, both disabled and not, 
that has concretely proved how one can deal successfully with the disability issue.  
. 
 

 


