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Background 

The era of liberalization, privatization and globalization (LPG) has made Indian economy one 
of the fastest growing in the world. However, as a profound piece in one of the well-known Weeklies 
in India put it recently (Roy 2012: 12), over 250,000 farmer suicides during the past decade and 800 
million impoverished people have made way for this growth story!  The beneficiaries of LPG are the 
300 million strong nouveau riche! This lopsided development story is based on a well-orchestrated 
development paradigm peddled by the politicians and economists who do not think beyond the 
economic growth model that serves only the creamy layer of society.  

The reality is no different in Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, and other South 
Asian countries which have swallowed the bait of Bretton-wood institutions by engineering structural 
adjustment programmes (SAP) in their economies to bring about rapid economic growth. As is well-
known, the SAP allows global forces to enter the domestic economy and market in a big way by free 
movement of capital and finances. The migration story in these countries is of a minority of 
population enjoying the fruits of neo-economic policies while the vast majority of economically 
poorer sections are thrown out of their homes and hearths to make way for development projects like 
mega dams, massive mining projects, four-lane and eight-lane national highways, tax free Special 
Economic Zones and other major industrial projects both in public and private sectors. The narrative 
report of internal mapping that follows focuses primarily on the mass movement of people from their 
habitats to urban shanties and no-where places to eke out a living. 

Unlike in the continents of Europe and America where in-migration from across the national 
borders is a major issue, in South Asia in-migration is not a major issue. Rather, there is out-migration 
of skilled labour and students to the West in search of career enhancement and education. Immigration 
to India is limited to the Tibetan, Burmese, Bangladeshi and Tamil refugees.1 Thus the important issue 
at hand is internal displacement which is primarily induced by development projects, ethnic conflicts 
and natural disasters.   

 

1. Meaning, Nature and Extent of Migration and Displacement in India 

Nature of Migration/Displacement in India 

In this report migration is understood as legally voluntary, but de facto involuntary movement 
of people within the borders of India. In many cases, as for example from Jharkhand in Eastern India 
for domestic work in big cities, it is mainly due to development projects. The second cause is ethnic 
conflicts which was the case till now mainly of North East India but is today an important cause in the 
Maoist (Naxalite) struggle influenced States in Central India. The main cause of migration is poverty 
which may be structural or caused by displacement and conflicts. In popular lingo those who are 

                                                
1 There are also Bhutanese refugees in Nepal. This comes under the care of JRS, South Asia.  



displaced by development projects, conflicts or natural or human made disasters are known as 
Internally Displaced People or IDPs. Impoverishment, migration and displacement are thus closely 
related. In many cases migration is caused by involuntary displacement. Thus, though in legal terms 
migration is voluntary, in reality it may not be so in the sense that impoverishment by involuntary 
displacement results in voluntary migration. Low income, downward employment mobility, and poor 
agricultural output may be the immediate causes but which are themselves often the result of 
involuntary displacement by development projects, conflicts and disasters.  

The IDPs are to be found all over the country. For a better grasp, they can be studied under 
four regions, namely, Central zone, Southern zone, Western zone and Northeast Zone. While Central 
zone is affected mostly by the mining industry and dams2, the Western zone is affected by mega dams 
and creation of Special Economic Zones (SEZs).  In the Southern Zone, there was till now mainly 
immigration from other parts of the country in search of jobs. But today the SEZs, thermal plants and 
the transport infrastructure are affecting the States of the South. However immigration from the 
Northern and Central zone continues. The Western zone also gets many immigrants from these zones. 
The North East zone is affected mainly by dams and migration caused by ethnic conflicts.  

Extent of Migration/Displacement  

The Government of India does not have an official database on the number of displaced 
persons (DP) from their habitat or project affected people (PAP) who are deprived of their sustenance 
without physical relocation. According to Fernandes (2008: 89-90), DP/PAPs during 1947-2000 in 12 
out of 27 States of India numbered over 27 million. This does not include DP/PAPs from Maharashtra, 
Chattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh where there is high displacement. Indications are that once they are 
included, the figure will reach around 60 million DP/PAPs of national development during 1947-2000, 
from 25 million hectares (62 million acres) of land, more than half of it forest or common revenue 
land (ibid). 

Nearly 40 percent of the 60 million DP/PAPs are tribals who are a little over 8 percent of the 
country’s population. 20 percent each are Dalits and the poorest among the Backwards like fisher folk 
and quarry workers (Murickan et al. 2003: 185-189). Thus almost 80 percent of the DP/PAPs are from 
economically poorer sections of society.  

Poor Track Record in Rehabilitation 

The country has a disappointing track record in the rehabilitation of the DP/PAPs.  Orissa has 
resettled 35.27 percent, Andhra Pradesh 28.82 percent, Kerala 13.18 per cent of their DPs during 
1951-1995, Goa 33.23 percent during 1965-1995, West Bengal 9 percent during 1947-2000 and 
Gujarat 18 percent during 1947-2004. People displaced are voiceless and this may explain the poor 
record of rehabilitation and the fact that till recently the country did not have a rehabilitation policy. 
The policies promulgated in 2003 and revised in 2007 are very poor quality documents (Fernandes 
2008:  91-92). A new bill titled Land Acquisition and Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill 2011 
(LARR 2011) has been introduced in the Parliament which claims that its rehabilitation package is 
comprehensive. Sadly, the new bill does not address the concerns of tribals whose communal property 
                                                
2 For example, in Madhya Pradesh alone, the Water Resource & Irrigation Department plans to construct 595 big and 
small dams with an initial investment of about Rs1,657.24 crores (approximately US $ 311,181,000) during the next 
decade.   
 



resources (CPRs) are an easy prey for land sharks whether they be public sector companies or private 
interests. The CPRs are beyond the purview of the bill since they are not owned by individuals. The 
land acquisition laws of the country do not recognize the CPRs and hence CPR inhabitants are not 
eligible for rehabilitation.  

 

2. Response of Jesuit Institutions to Displacement 

Table 1 shows various Jesuit institutions and centres in India that are engaged in responding to 
the challenges thrown up by the huge number of people displaced because of development projects 
and ethnic conflicts. The third column of Table 1 shows a total of 16 Jesuit institutions that respond to 
the challenge of migration and displacement. Of these 16 centres, 12 are Jesuit Province Level (JPL) 
initiatives. Of the remaining three, ISI-D and ISI-B are Jesuit Conference of South Asia (JCSA) social 
action and research centres, Bagaicha is a North India Zonal undertaking.   

Table1: Jesuit Institutions that deal with Migration3 
South Asia (JCSA)  

No. Province No of Org. Unit Names 
1 Bombay (BOM) 1 Xavier Institute of Social Research (XISR) 
2* Darjeeling (DAR) 1 Social & Educational Epowerment in Dooars (SEED) 

3* Goa (GOA) 2 Shramik Abhivrudhi Sangh (SAS) 
Social Welfare Action thru Democratic Empowerment of Society (SWADES) 

4* Jamshedpur (JAM) 1 Tribal Research and Training Centre (TRTC) 
5 Kohima (KHM) 1 North Easter Social Research Centre (NESRC) 
6* Kolkata (CCU) 1 Udayani Social Action Forum (USAF) 
7 Madhya Pradesh (MP) 1 Xavier Institute of Social Action (XISA)  
8* Madurai (MDU) 1 KALANGARAI 
9* Patna (PAT) 1 Sampurna Vikas Samiti (SVS) 
10* Pune (PUN) 1 Social Centre (SC) 

11* Ranchi (RAN) 2 Animation Rural Outreach Service Society (AROUSE) 
Xavier Institute of Social Science (XISS) 

12 National 1 Indian Social Institute – Delhi (ISI-D) 
13 National 1 Indian Social Institute-Bangalore (ISI-B) 
14 Zonal 1 Bagaicha - Ranchi 
Total 16 ----------------- 
 

While ISI-D, ISI-B, Bagaicha, NESRC, XISR and XISS give priority to research and 
advocacy, the remaining centres have mobilization and advocacy as their prime focus. It is also 
important to note that the ISI-D and the ISI-B have national level focus for their research, while 
Bagaicha, NESRC, XISR and XISS do research on the local issues of the region. For example, the 
XISS in Ranchi has done studies on development-induced-displacement in the State of Jharkhand. 
Similar studies are done by the NESRC for the North Eastern region.  

Issues that Need Attention 

 The questionnaire contained a query to find out the various issues the Jesuit Centres are 
engaged in. This question was posed to elicit multiple answers. Table 2 shows that four centres 
address the root causes of the problem, two centres engage with labour rights, two centres with 
                                                
3 Those with asterisk mark in the first column of the table responded the questionnaire. The rest were added to the table 
because of their importance in addressing the displacement issue.  



domestic workers, two centres work in the area of social integration of the migrant population and six 
centres are involved in the area of human rights.   

The data in Table 2 is sketchy and imprecise. It could be because the question itself was 
imprecise or that the question was posed to elicit multiple responses. The respondents might have 
ticked few choices while neglecting the rest. This does not mean that the unticked issues are not 
addressed by the concerned centres.  

Table 2: What Issues are the Centres working on?4 
S No Issues Working On No of Org Name of the Organization 
1 Root Causes 0 --- 
2 External Borders 0 --- 
3 Destitution 0 --- 
4 Labour Rights 2 AROUSE, SEED 
5 Domestic workers 2 AROUSE, SEED 
6 Family 0 --- 
7 Human Rights / access to citizenship 6 TRTC, AROUSE, SVS, SC,SWADES & KALANGARAI 
8 Social Integration and Cultural Diversity 2  
9 Comprehensive Migration Reform 0 --- 
10 Migration and Development 0 --- 
11 Research 0 --- 
12 Others 0 --- 
 

Table 2 shows that the AROUSE and the SEED are working on labour rights and rights of 
domestic workers. While the involvement of the AROUSE is in the context of teenage girls from 
Jharkhand State going to Delhi and other metropolitan cities for domestic labour, the SEED works for 
the rights of tea garden labourers especially in Darjeeling.  

Though the above table does not show ISI-D’s involvement in domestic workers movement, it 
should be noted that it is involved in the mobilization, advocacy and research of the rights of domestic 
workers who have migrated mainly from Central India and from the tea gardens of North East India, 
including those from Darjeeling. One of the causes of migration is impoverishment caused by 
displacement. When the domestic workers come to the urban areas they are abused, paid low wages 
and even led to brothels. Both the AROUSE and the ISI-D are involved in mobilizing the domestic 
workers against such abuses. The ISI-D has researched and published a study on the socio-economic 
conditions of domestic workers. It is regularly consulted by the Labour Department of Government of 
Delhi in formulating policies concerning domestic workers.  

Six organizations mention that they are involved in the area of human rights. While the 
involvement of TRTC, AROUSE, SVS, SC, and SWADES is in the context of land acquisition by the 
State for mining and SEZ, KALANGARAI in Tamil Nadu  is involved in getting citizenship rights for 
Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka.  

Surprisingly no organization indicates that it is involved in comprehensive migration reform or 
in the category of migration and development. This vagueness can be explained since all organizations 
mentioned in the table are action-oriented centres. The ones involved in comprehensive migration 
reform have not answered the questionnaire and hence they are not mentioned in the table.   
 A large labour force in Goa is from outside the State. The migrant labour force is unwelcome 
in the State and the natives are hostile towards them. It is in this context the SWADES tries to get 
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involved in mobilizing the migrant labour force as well as enlightening the native citizens of Goa not 
to be hostile towards the migrants workers.  

Research 

It is interesting to note that the respondents to the questionnaire are silent about research and 
publications. This is not surprising since most of these centres are action oriented. But this does not 
mean that there are no research based social centres in the South Asian Conference. Prominent among 
them are ISI-D, ISI-B, NESRC, TRTC, XISR and XISS. These centres are primarily research 
oriented.  

Advocacy  
Table 3 shows data collated from the questionnaire regarding the various issues advocated by 

Jesuit Social Centres. There are eight centres which advocate human rights while five centres 
advocate on issues related to migration and education. Four centres engage with issues concerning 
women, ecology and food security. Three centres advocate rights of indigenous people.   
Table 3: Advocacy Issues of Organizations5 

S No Issues No of Org 
1 Development Aid 1 
2 Ecology and Environment 4 
3 Climate Change 1 
4 Economic Justice 2 
5 Education for All 5 
6 Food Security 4 
7 Human Rights 8 
8 Indigenous People 3 
9 Interreligious Dialogue 1 
10 Natural and Mineral Resources 2 
11 Migration 5 
12 Peace and Reconciliation 1 
13 Refugees and Displacement 1 
14 Women and Gender Issues 4 
15 Human Trafficking  1 
16 HIV AIDS 1 
17 Prison System and Death Penalty 1 
18 Religious Fundamentalism 1 
 

It is important to note that eight out of ten centres who answered the questionnaire are 
advocating human rights. In the Indian context, human rights are an all embracing term that stands for 
social, economic, political and cultural rights of human beings. The Supreme Court of India, while 
interpreting Article 21 of the Indian constitution called it the right to life with dignity. Apart from the 
political and economic component, during the last decade, human rights in India has taken the form of 
right to education, right to food and right to information. The eight centres who advocate human rights 
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are in one way or other involved in asserting the right of poor people for food, education and 
information about how public funds are utilized.  Table 3 shows that five centres are involved in 
struggles in favour of free primary education and four centres are asserting the rights of poor people 
for food.  

Five centres are advocating the right of migrant population and four centres are committed to 
the cause of women and children. It is to be noted that among the migrant population the most 
vulnerable group are the women and children. So it would not be a surprise if these four centres focus 
on women and children among the migrant population.  

Kind and Level of Advocacy 
 The questionnaire dealt with various areas and kinds of advocacy. Some of them are in the 
arena of communication and media, documenting cases, law, policy, social movements, social 
awareness and rights campaigns. The question posed was the level of advocacy in the just mentioned 
advocacy area. At what level – local, national, international – are centres involved in advocating the 
cause of migration? 

Table 4: Kind and Level of Advocacy6  

Centres 
& 

Organizations 

Communication  
and Media 

Documenting 
Cases Legal 

Meeting 
with 

Policy 
Makers 

Organizing 
Social 

Movements 

Raising 
Social 

Awareness 

Rights 
Campaigns 

XISR NA National NA Local Local Local Local 

SEED Local Local NA NA Local Local Local 

SAS Local Local Local Local Local Local Local 

SWADES Local Local Local Local Local Local NA 

TRTC Local Local Local Local Local Local Local 

NESRC Local 
National Local Local National Local 

National 
Local 

National NA 

USAF Local Local NA Local Local Local Local 

XISA Local Local Local Local Local Local Local 

KALANGARAI Local NA Local Local Local Local Local 

SVS Local Local Local Local Local Local Local 

SC Local NA Local Local Local Local Local 

AROUSE Local NA Local Local Local Local Local 

XISS Local 
National NA 

Local 
Nationa

l 

National Local Local Local 

ISI-D 
Local  

 National 
International 

National Local 
National 

Local  
National 

International 
Local 

National National National 

ISI-B Local 
National National Local 

National National Local 
National National National 

BAGAICHA Local 
National Local Local National Local Local National 

 

In the area of communication and media, ten centres are involved at the local level, four 
centres at both local and national level and one centre is involved at all levels. The ISI-D enjoys the 
status of an NGO recognized by the UNO and hence it uses this platform to advocate the cause of 
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IDPs. Communication and media advocacy in India is done through writing in newspapers and 
publishing pamphlets and news bulletins regularly. For example, the JRS Tamil Nadu Publishes a 
Students magazine called Manavar Vidiyal (the dawn of the students). 

Nine centres at the local level and two at the national level are involved in documenting cases. 
Four centres are not involved in documenting cases.  The data on documenting cases and the form it 
takes is weak from the questionnaire. It may not be proper to comment on this issue.  

Nine centres take legal course to address the concerns of displacement and migration while 
three centres advocate this issue both at the local and national level. When the establishment of 23 
SEZ was planned by the Government of Goa, Simon Fernandes of SWADES mobilized the villagers 
to take the case to the court. They filed a case in Goa bench of the Bombay High Court and won the 
case. The support of XISS to the Koel Karo Movement in the 1980s evaded it to get got a stay order 
from the Supreme Court in the construction of the Hydro Power Project because the Government of 
Bihar had no resettlement and rehabilitation policy. People’s resistance to the project was so strong 
that the Government had to shelve it finally in 2010 after its inception forty years ago.  

Nine centres at the local level, four at both local and national level and one at all levels are 
involved in advocating cause of migrants with the policy makers of the country. One of the centres is 
not involved in influencing policy makers. Advocating at the level of policy making takes different 
forms. At NESRC, Guwahati, the studies conducted by it are given to the concerned department of the 
government. When a particular study is completed or a new book is released, a politician is called to 
release the book and asked to critique the report or book.  

XISR promotes human rights through ‘action research’ teaching and advocacy. It offers 
consultancies to NGOs, social work colleges, Universities, professional institutions such as business 
or management schools and so on. Through engagement with policy makers and thinkers who shape 
public opinion it advocates for the rights of displaced people. Action oriented research on 
development-induced displacement has been conducted XISR’s personnel and they have participated 
in the direct protest movements offering research support. A case in point is the physical participation 
in the successful agitation of the fisher folk against big companies and the government of Maharashtra 
who wanted to start a tourism zone in Mumbai.   

All centres are involved in organizing social movements. Twelve of them are involved at the 
local level and three are involved at local as well as national level. An example of organizing social 
movement is the initiative of XISS in organizing People’s Movement against the Field Firing Range at 
Netarhat in the undivided State of Bihar in the 1990s. Along with other civil society organizations 
XISS supported the Jan Sangharsh Samiti of the project affected people from 245 villages and 
managed to stop the army from having a permanent base at Netarhat for artillery practices for almost 
ten years. With a fresh notification being issued by the Government for the Field Firing Project, the 
project affected people are being mobilized for resistance as before. Another example is that of 
SWADES forming an umbrella organization named Sez Virodhi Manch (A Forum against SEZ) 
which has succeeded in stopping the setting up of over 23 SEZs in Goa.  

Thirteen centres are involved in raising awareness at the local level and two of them do so at 
the national level. Some of the means used in raising awareness are organizing rallies, protests, public 
gatherings, workshops and seminars. The research oriented centres like ISI-D, ISI-B, XISS, XISR 
Bagaicha and NESRC regularly organize workshops and seminars to raise awareness regarding the 



rights of migrant population in the country. The raising of awareness is meant to give voice to the 
voiceless. One of the main factors is to provide accurate and genuine information about the projects 
planned by the government and private interests to the DPs/PAPs. In many instances, people are not 
aware of the magnitude of the impact a development project will have on their lives. The project 
authorities give bogus information about how the project will benefit the affected people. For 
instance, in places like Arunachal Pradesh of Northeast India where over a hundred Mega Hydro 
Electricity Projects are planned, the government and private interests are doling out money to people. 
The project authorities are promising them employment and infrastructural facilities. People are easily 
lured and forget about the adverse impact of the development projects. So raising the awareness level 
of people who will be affected by development agenda of the government with accurate and 
appropriate information is vital. 

Rights Campaigns are undertaken by 10 centres at the local level and three centres at the 
national. Two centres are silent about rights campaign. As mentioned elsewhere in the report, the 
rights campaign is in the area of food security, education and access to information especially 
regarding the use of public funds. USAF, Kolkata, under Jothi’s leadership is involved in right to food 
security campaign.  

 

3. Strengths, Weaknesses and Opportunities 
The following section of the report is from the feedback that is received from telephonic chats 

and emails with Jesuits of various social centres mentioned in this report.  
Strengths 

Jesuits in South Asia have centres that address the issues at the local level, national level and 
to some extent even at the international level. The centres are most vibrant at the local level. At local 
level, the centres have succeeded in addressing the cause of the migrant population through mass 
movements, human rights campaigns and awareness programmes. Some centres are the forces behind 
certain legal course of action which have stopped the setting up of SEZs.  
 In the area of research, the national level centres like ISI-D and ISI-B have done considerable 
studies. The NESRC under the leadership of Walter Fernandes and with collaboration with various 
Jesuit social centres all over the country has undertaken an ambitious project of creating a database of 
various aspect of displacement. Its impact can be huge in terms of influencing policies in favour 
DPs/PAPs/IDPs.  

Weaknesses 
Most mention that at the local level a lot of activities are organized in the form of training 

programmes, protest movements, rallies, workshops and awareness programmes. But this does not get 
translated into policy changes in favour of the affected people. One of the reasons is the lack of 
networking with national level initiatives. Local level mobilization without linkage to national level 
initiatives loses sense of direction.  

The second lacuna has been the lack of skills in advocacy, lobbying and negotiations. A 
prominent Indian Jesuit from Central India who has worked for decades in social apostolate mentions 
this limitation as one of the important ones. Just mobilizing people and undertaking research is not 
enough. The data have to be presented to the decision-makers in a language and manner that they claim 
to understand. That requires expertise which is lacking.  



The third limitation is dearth of systematic research both at the local and national level. While 
there is lot of research that is done by ISIs, zonal and local research institutions, it seems to lack the 
sort of stuff that needs to challenge the government. Jesuit research institutions all over the country 
have published papers and written books that give information about people displaced by development 
projects and about the extent of rehabilitation but its impact seem to be limited. In other words, though 
there is concerted effort in the area of research, it has not translated into putting pressure on the 
government to change policies in favour of people displaced.  A rigorous critique of the paradigm of 
development espoused by the GOI is lacking. The TINA (There Is No Alternative) factor seems to be 
lurking behind most of our mobilization and research efforts.  
Possibilities 

The Government of India has introduced a bill,	  The	  Land	  Acquisition	  and	  Rehabilitation	  and	  
Resettlement	  Bill	  2011,	  in the parliament to address the issue of rehabilitation of people displaced by 
development project but it stresses only on the material aspect of displacement. The bill is overly 
concerned with resettlement and not with comprehensive rehabilitation package for the DPs/PAPs. It 
does not recognize CPRs of tribal communities. Although it has a far better rehabilitation package 
compared to its predecessors, its motive is easy land acquisition for infrastructure building and 
industrial development. The Jesuit social research centres can make efforts to broaden the ambit of 
this bill to make it into a comprehensive and holistic rehabilitation policy that approaches 
displacement as not merely physical resettlement, but that which takes into account the cultural, 
social, religious, political and livelihood dimensions of displacement.  

Increasing lobbying and advocacy efforts to address the cause of migration is another arena 
that demands more attention of the Jesuits in India. The personnel at Jesuit social centres could be 
trained in lobbying, advocacy and negotiation skills.  

Networking of efforts at the national and international level could be an effective way of 
focusing mobilization and advocacy efforts.  Further, it is rarely that international pressure is brought 
to bear on the Government of India by using various UN treaties, instruments and covenants.  

Conclusion 
Impoverishment, displacement and migration caused mostly by development projects and 

ethnic conflicts are on the rise in India. The Jesuit centres in India have responded to these crises with 
mobilization of people, advocacy efforts and research. A lot of effort has been made at the local and 
national level to address the concerns of migrant population. A comprehensive and fuller response is 
possible when advocacy and mobilization efforts are networked at national and international level. 
Research efforts at suggesting an alternative development paradigm and comprehensive rehabilitation 
package for displaced people could be an appropriate strategy.  
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