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GIAN Migration: Advancing a Global Research Agenda. 
 
The Society of Jesus serves immigrants around the world. It works to provide a new place to 
live to internal displaced populations from Maharashtra in India to El Putumayo in Colombia. 
It brings awareness concerning the low wages, the lack of access to basic rights such as 
health and education, and the abuse stemming from a precarious legal situation experienced 
by international workers around the world. It accompanies families who stay behind raising 
the children of those who have left in the hopes for a better future for themselves and their 
loved ones. It works at the borders to guarantee the well-being of populations forced to 
move to another country because of armed conflicts or natural disasters. It keeps reminding 
the international community that slavery is not something from the past and that millions of 
people are trafficked every day.  
 
The Society of Jesus provides migrants with food, medical attention and a new place to live. 
Migrants learn how to use their skills to work in a new destination, and get advice to find 
jobs, and schools for their children. Their stories serve to condemn human rights violations 
and help the scientific community to understand what it takes to start a new life in a place 
where people look different, do not speak one’s language, value one’s skills, or share one’s 
religion and cultural traditions.  
 
The variety of platforms employed to work with migrant populations is as extensive as the 
scope of the issues covered. Jesuits, lay people and immigrant communities collaborate in 
neighborhoods’ Parishes, schools and civic centers as well as with national and international 
organizations such as the Organization for International Migration or Catholic Relief 
Services. They are present in local and national governments and universities. They use local, 
national and international mass communication channels to advocate for the rights of 
international migrants, refugees, trafficked individuals and internal displaced people.   
  
The involvement of the Society of Jesus on human mobility issues is as extensive and diverse 
as there are the populations of the world. While the opportunities for advocacy are endless, 
so are the challenges stemming from working in such heterogeneous scenario. Sound 
research is crucial to support and to give credibility to the advocacy efforts of the network. 
This brief is an attempt to outline research topics of potential interests for the members of 
GIAN migration. Given the universal nature of the network this outline only highlights that 
compete to at least two conferences have shown interest. No attempt has been made to 
fully develop each topic nor has a strategy to pursue a specific issue been designed. The 
development of specific topics as well as the strategy to deliver robust outcomes will occur 
once the network decides which topic(s) to pursue if any.  
 
Overview of Potential Research Topics for Advocacy by Conference.  
 
Asia Pacific 

• Workers’ rights- fair wages, working hours and holidays, safety at work, family 
reunification issues.  

• Human rights- access to health care, physical and sexual abuse, structural barriers for 
settlement, difficulties to get permanent residency and/or citizenship.  

• The impact of immigration on the well-being of families.  
• The economic consequences of migration.  
• The impact of climate change on peoples’ displacement.  
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• Natives’ hostile attitudes towards the migrant population.  
• Irregular and undocumented migration.  
• Human trafficking (especially of women and children), including the “purchase” of 

foreign-born spouses from China and Vietnam by wealthy men of Taiwan, South 
Korea and Singapore. 

• The role of middlemen or “brokers” on human mobility.  
• Internal displaced people and forced migrants who cross international borders by 

cause of conflict, natural disasters and climate change.  
 

Europe 
• Destitution of migrants and asylum seekers- little or no access to basic rights such as 

health, education, housing or employment.  
• Violation of human rights on detention centers- regulation of the duration of 

detention, improvement of the living conditions of the detention centers to 
guarantee the physical and mental health of the detainees.  

• Externalization of asylum as structural means to prevent unwelcome migration into 
the EU from third countries – immigrants are unable to access asylum in the EU and 
as a consequences become particularly vulnerable to human rights abuses.  

 
Latin America 

• Demographic changes- specially the lost of the most productive segment of the 
population and the feminization of migration.  

• Importance of the remittances for the economic sustainability of the families of the 
migrants. .  

• The abuse of human and basic rights experienced by irregular migrants and by transit 
migrant (particularly women and children).  

• Border issues (human rights abuses experienced by migrants at international borders) 
• Worker rights- fair wages, working hours and holidays, safety at work, family 

reunification issues.  
• Access to citizenship.  
• Deportation and mixed status families (parents deported but citizen children are left 

behind).  
• The role of middlemen or “brokers” on human mobility.  
• The legal and social vulnerability experienced by forced displaced populations.   

 
The United States of America 

• Comprehensive immigration reform. 
• Detention centers. 
• Deportation issues- humanitarian assistance to deportees.  
• Immigrant workers, poverty and racism.  
• Legal counseling to immigrants and their families.  
• Border issues (human rights abuses experienced by migrants at international borders) 
• The abuse of human and basic rights experienced by irregular migrants and by transit 

migrant (particularly women and children).  
 

South Asia 
• Internal displacement. 
• Poor settlement structural practices.  
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• Workers’ rights- fair wages, working hours and holidays, safety at work. 
• Human rights- access to health care, physical and sexual abuse, structural barriers for 

settlement, sexual exploitation.   
• Particular vulnerability experienced by women and children.  

 
Common Research Topics.  
 
The above overview on the potential research topics by Jesuit conference highlights the wide 
variety of interests and circumstances faced by the Society of Jesus working with migrant 
population in a global community. The challenges of developing a realistic research agenda in 
such area are self-explanatory. At the same time, the opportunities of advocacy for migrants’ 
rights are unique. Particularly, if presenting convincing evidence on advocacy issues shared by 
most immigrant populations worldwide.  (1) A starting point would be workers’ rights. 
Regardless of migratory status (economic immigrant, internal displaced individual, asylum 
seeker, refugees, documented and undocumented migrants) and world region (the USA, 
Latin America or Asia Pacific); most immigrants are forced to pre-established working 
niches. Consequences of such a segmented market are difficulties having their degrees 
recognized in the new destination, low wages, long working hours, discrimination, unsafe 
working conditions, work-related injuries, lack of access to workers’ compensation systems. 
A very powerful advocacy tool would be a global report on the abuse of worker rights 
experienced by the migrant community. (2) Closely related is migrants’ lack of access to 
social rights around the world. This would be another powerful research topic to be 
addressed by GIAN migration. Besides the evident difficulties of access to basic rights such 
as health, education or housing, a related powerful –and rarely considered- research topic 
for immigrants’ rights advocacy would be discriminatory treatment experienced by those 
immigrants that do have access to social rights. Likewise, particular vulnerable populations 
such as older immigrants which cannot work and do not have access to social rights would 
benefit from advocacy efforts. (3) Immigrants’ human rights violation would be the 
other research topic that GIAN migration could approach from an international 
perspective. This would include the border-related abuses occurring in detention centers, 
at the hands of brokers or middlemen, during deportation processes or as a result of armed 
conflict or natural disasters. Despite the causes behind crossing an international border (i.e. 
undocumented migrants, forced migration) the common systematic abuse of basic rights 
experienced by population at geographical borders would be a very powerful research topic 
to be included in a global advocacy agenda.  
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