
Unaccompanied children as migrants 

Subject: Unaccompanied Children in Immigration Proceedings - IAN Update 
 
 
News articles and advocates in the border states report a large influx of unaccompanied children into 
the United States. The current rate of arrival is double last year's, according to Wendy Young of Kids 
in Need of Defense (KIND). In FY 2011, there were 7,120 new placements of unaccompanied alien 
children (UAC) into Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) care. Approximately 40 percent of children 
admitted into ORR custody are identified as eligible for a form of legal relief from removal, such as 
asylum, special immigrant juvenile status, or visas for victims of crime or trafficking. We want to alert 
you to resources on representing immigrant children in immigration proceedings available through 
the Immigration Advocates Network (IAN), our partners, and other advocates. 
 
 
In the Library: 
 
- A side-by-side chart on "Immigration Options for Abused Immigrants," by the Immigration Center 
for Women and Children and Immigrants' and Language Rights Center at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19076.  
 
- An IAN webinar with the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC) and Kids in Need of 
Defense (KIND) on the immigration court process for unaccompanied children at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19141. 
 
- A recent report by the Vera Institute of Justice on the flow of unaccompanied children through the 
immigration system at http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19417. 
 
- A new resource by the Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) for Special Immigrant Juvenile cases 
in Delinquency Court at http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19418. 
 
- A folder containing other reports and resources on unaccompanied children at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19419. 
 
In the Podcasts section: 
 
- An interview with Wendy Young, Executive Director of Kids in Need of Defense (KIND), on 
representing unaccompanied children in immigration proceedings at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19420. 
 
- A recent interview with Gail Pendleton, Co-director of ASISTA, on how to obtain U Visa 
Certifications from Local Enforcement Agencies at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19421. 
 
In the News section: 
   
- An AP article, "Unprecedented Surge in Unaccompanied Child Immigrants Puts Stress on Federal 
Support System," at http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19422.  
 
- "Detained Immigrant Children Moving to Air Base," also by the AP, at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/link.cfm?19423. 
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Other Resources: 
 
American Immigration Council 
The American Immigration Council's Legal Action Center has a resource page on the Child Status 
Protection Act, which provides relief to children who "age out," at 
http://www.legalactioncenter.org/litigation/child-status-protection-act  
 
ASISTA 
ASISTA provides a clearinghouse of resources on VAWA, U Visas, T Visas and more at 
http://www.asistahelp.org/en/access_the_clearinghouse/.  
 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center 
The Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) offers a resource page on "Remedies for Immigrant 
Children and Youth" at http://www.ilrc.org/info-on-immigration-law/remedies-for-immigrant-
children-and-youth.  
 
National Center for Refugee and Immigrant Children The National Center for Refugee and Immigrant 
Children provides information and statistics about child migrants, as well as resources on issues 
related to refugee and immigrant children, at http://www.refugees.org/our-work/child-migrants/. 
 
Vera Institute of Justice 
The Vera Institute of Justice provides a list of legal service organizations that provide free or low-cost 
immigration legal assistance and representation for non-detained children in immigration 
proceedings at http://www.vera.org/files/ducs-legal-access-project-pro-bono-referral-resource-
guide_0.pdf.  
 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) has 
an upcoming teleconference to discuss VAWA, T and U Visas. More information is available at 
http://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/library/item.424324-
USCIS_Vermont_Service_Center_Teleconference_on_VAWA_and_T_U_Visas  
 
Executive Office for Immigration Review 
The Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) provides the Immigration Judge Practice Manual 
online. Chapter 4 provides guidelines for judges on hearings for unaccompanied children at 
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/vll/OCIJPracManual/Chap%204.pdf.  
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