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Ecology 

Executive Summary 

Apostolic Challenge for Ecology 

The deepening of our faith experience in God’s creative gift of life calls for a transformative change in 
our response to the urgent task of reconciliation with creation. Creation, the life-giving gift of God, 
has become material, extractable and marketable. The degrading of the environment through 
unsustainable energy consumption and the threat of diminishing water and food supplies are 
consequences unfolding today in our global society. We recognize this wounded and broken world 
and humbly acknowledge our part. We must courageously explore new ways of living in ecological 
solidarity. 

The struggle for dignified living stretches across a socio-economic abyss, from utter deprivation at 
one end to abusive consumption at the other. We want to act locally, regionally and universally, with 
lay collaborators and social movements, connecting and participating in the broader search for 
respect, responsibility and accountability for the environment. The challenge is both old and new, 
and it addresses all ministries. We look for personal conversion and we also make an appeal to the 
mind and the heart, to individuals and institutions. We need to proceed in dialogue with the world, 
with all religions and with those committed to environmental justice.  

Response of the Society of Jesus 

1.  Jesuit works and environmental planning 

In some Provinces and in several apostolic works there has been a long tradition of environmental 
engagement by some but this has been much enhanced after the publication of the SJES document 
‘Healing a Broken World’. Some Conferences, Provinces, communities and apostolates have included 
this issue as an important element in their apostolic planning. 

2.  Ecology in Education 

Many schools all over the world have included environmental studies in the syllabus. Students are 
encouraged to adopt responsible life styles, cut down on consumerism, and reduce their ecological 
footprints. Institutions of Higher Education offer many academic programmes and run research 
projects that are related to ecology, environmental sciences and sustainability.   

3.  People’s movements to protect environment and natural resources 

Indigenous and vulnerable people suffer from large scale mining, land grabbing, deforestation, big 
infrastructure construction, privatisation of water and other natural resources. Many of these 
projects lead to large scale migration, displacement, war, violence and deprivation of natural 
resources.  Jesuits, through social movements, social centres, Church institutions or research 
initiatives, are supporting communities to protect people and their natural resources and 
environment.  

4.  Alternative models of development 

The development that the people envision is environmentally sustainable, centred on people and 
communities, not on the markets; rooted in local cultures and open to the global world. 
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5.  International networking 

Several international initiatives are already being undertaken: 
a) The Global Ignatian Advocacy Networks (GIAN) on Ecology promoted by the Social Justice 

and Ecology Secretariat. 
b) Ecojesuit (www.ecojesuit.com), electronic newsletter and meeting point for thousands of 

interested readers. 
c) The Higher Education Secretariat of the Society of Jesus is promoting the International Jesuit 

Ecology Project (IJEP), which aims to produce a ‘Living text’ on Environmental Sciences, 
linking it with spirituality and ethics. 

Mission and Objective of the Network 

The Global Ignatian Advocacy Network on Ecology is part of the GIAN family. It was started in 2008 
and aims to bring together Jesuits as well as works willing to contribute to social change through 
issues related to environment and ecology. 

GIAN on Ecology has decided to work for the next two years on the issue of water. The expression 
Water for all signifies everybody’s right to clean and sufficient water. In several regions climate 
change is more and more evident; natural disasters have increased in intensity and number as never 
before, creating the paradox of devastating floods that leave thousands without access to potable 
water. Furthermore, as water becomes a commodity, privatising access to water threatens the 
preservation of it as a public good. 

GIAN on Ecology wants to promote awareness of the crucial debate on Water for all as an issue of 
social justice among Jesuits and Jesuit works. Water has strong connections with faith groups; in 
some traditions it is used for ritual purifications, and for Christians it is the first sign of belonging 
through baptism. A commitment to water is a commitment to life. 

Possibilities for Collaboration   

GIAN Ecology hopes to develop strong connections with the different Jesuit apostolic sectors. Higher 
Education can contribute by undertaking research and assuming a public stance on this issue. 
Primary and Secondary Education can promote awareness and education. We also need to live and 
celebrate this commitment as an expression of our faith; the Spiritual Exercises opens our hearts to 
recognize God who is present in everything. We cannot sever our efforts for a better future from the 
salvation that God offers.  

Contacts 

Africa:   Rigobert Minani (JESAM) rigomin@gmail.com;  
Asia Pacific:  Pedro Walpole, pedro@apc.essc.org.ph;  
Canada:  John McCarthy, Johnmcsj@aol.com;  
Europe:   Jose Ignacio Garcia (leader), garcia@jesc.net;  
Latin America:  Joe Aguilar, joseaaguilar@hotmail.com;  
South Asia:  Xavier Savarimuthu, sxavi2005@gmail.com;  
USA:   Jim Hug, jhug@coc.org and Nancy Tuchman, NTUCHMA@luc.edu.  
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