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Governance of Natural and Mineral Resources (GNMR) 

Executive Summary 

The Apostolic Challenges for GNMR 

The models of development envisaged by the globalization process have drastically changed the way 
the state and the corporate sectors look at the gifts of nature, particularly natural and mineral 
resources. During the last three decades the drastic changes made in national and international 
policies to commercialize these resources have affected the poor more than ever before. Rural and 
indigenous peoples in remote villages, who for centuries were dependent on the natural resources 
for their existence and had protected and sustained them, have today become very vulnerable.  

The demand for energy and minerals has multiplied many fold, and the hunt for natural and mineral 
resources has reached its peak. This has led to enormous human tragedies, human right violations, 
violence against nature, and even indirect ethnic cleansing of vulnerable communities. We have also 
witnessed severe clashes and conflicts between, on the one hand, democratically elected 
governments – often supported by the corporate sector that needs these resources for their profit – 
and, on the other hand, the ordinary poor, local and indigenous people. For example, 21% of iron ore 
producing Keonjhar district in the state of Orissa in India, has 60% of its population living below the 
stipulated poverty line, a fact that has created intense conflicts between the Naxalites (who are from 
poorer communities) and the highly armed security forces. In Columbia, 80% of the human rights 
violations of the last ten years were committed in mining and energy-producing regions, and 87% of 
Colombia’s displaced population hail from these places. Africa, where the world’s poorest live, hosts 
30% of the world’s mineral reserves, including 40% of gold, 60% of cobalt and 90% of platinum group 
elements. Hence the reality is one of ‘rich land, but poor people’. The question is whether these 
resources are a blessing or curse for the poor? 

The response of the Society of Jesus 

GC35 set the direction with a good mandate ‘to establish advocacy links of mutual support between 
those who hold political power and those who find it difficult to voice their interests’1. It is therefore 
important to understand that power relations are determining factor in establishing right 
relationship with God, nature, and one another. Policies and laws that govern the expropriation, 
utilisation and distribution of the fruits of the resources are important indicators of harmonious 
relations between communities and individuals.  

The first meeting on Advocacy Networks at El Escorial in 2008 and the first South-South meeting on 
GNMR at Ranchi in 2010 helped the participants to understand the issue better, to look at the 
challenges from the perspective of the affected people and to plan a collective response as a 
Universal body of the Society of Jesus irrespective of our provinces and apostolic sectors.  

 

Over the last two years internal and external mapping has shown us that there are many Jesuits and 
Jesuit social centres in South Asia, Africa, Latin America and Asia Pacific, working to defend the rights 
of the victims of uncontrolled natural and mineral resource exploitation and ‘development induced 
displacement’. Educational and Social Research institutions and Universities have contributed greatly 
                                                           
1 GC 35, Dec. 3, no. 28 
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through research to a better understanding of the reality, which is a step forward to changing the 
policies that affect the marginalized in some countries. The understanding within the Society of Jesus 
on the impact of natural and mineral resources exploitation on people and ecology has become more 
visible. The network now requires a strong collective involvement of the Society of Jesus from 
various apostolic sectors.  

Mission and objectives of the network 

The GNMR advocacy network has decided to focus on the issue of “Transparency, Accountability 
and Solidarity in the area of Extractive Industries (EI)” during the coming years. This will be done at  

1.  Conference level through actions to monitor the activities of EI in terms of transparency over 
revenues raised, through Memoranda of Understanding and analysis of ecological impacts; 

2.  Inter-Conference level through mapping, research and collaborative publications on EI related in 
various countries where Extractive Industries operate and where they are registered; and 

3.  Global level through regular flow of information and publication of stories of advocacy actions in 
various countries. 

All these activities will be done in collaboration with church based groups and other civil society 
networking partners in various countries.  

Possibilities for collaboration 

Within the Society of Jesus, Jesuits and Jesuit Institutions will 

1.  Disseminate, raise awareness and invite reflection and participation in the advocacy network on 
the issue of Mining and mining-related concerns through position papers at province and 
conference levels. 

2.  Strengthen conference level initiatives and activities along with various apostolic sectors. 
3.  Join the various global initiatives such as EITI (Extractive Industries Transparency Initiatives) and 

networks of civil society groups. 
The network also plans to establish a HUB, (service provider institution) that will gather and 
disseminate information, maintain links with research institutions, help in preparing campaign 
materials and participate in global campaign activities.  

Members of GNMR invite Jesuits and Jesuit Institutions and also others to join the network with a 
clear goal of advocating in favour of the victims of mining and mining-related extractive industries 
that displace people from their natural habitat and violate their rights. 

Contacts 

Africa:   Ferdinand Murhgirwa, muhigirwafsj@gmail.com;  
Asia Pacific:  Ms. Julie Edwards, Julie.Edwards@jss.org.au; 
Canada:  Jenny Cafiso, jcafiso@jesuits.ca;  
Europe:  Alicia Aleman, a.aleman@alboan.org;  
Latin America:  Olga Lucia Castillo, olga.castillo@javeriana.edu.co.   
South Asia:  David Solomon (leader) solojohar@gmail.com, Walter Fernandes (KHM-JCSA) 

walter.nesrc@gmail.com;  
USA:   Fernando Serrano, serranof@slu.edu;  
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