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PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS  

Executive Summary 

Apostolic challenges for Peace and Human Rights 

Across the globe, there is an acute lack of peace and rampant denial of human rights .The PHR network 
is born out of a keen sense of the intimate connection between promotion of peace and protection of 
human rights.  The Society of Jesus, committed as she is to the Service of Faith and Promotion of Justice, 
dreams through the Global Ignatian Advocacy Networks, GIAN, ‘to solve the problem of 
disconnectedness between the major assets of the Society of Jesus and to use the untapped capacity of 
the Society of Jesus to influence public policy in favour of the common good and of those rendered 
weak and voiceless’ (Ignatian Advocacy Manual) particularly in building peace and protecting Human 
Rights. We believe that Advocacy and lobbying are crucial if our institutions are to contribute effectively 
towards a more just and peaceful world. 

The Response of the Society of Jesus 

The Society of Jesus has had wide ranging involvement in Peace and Human Rights both as part of its 
wider efforts for the Promotion of Justice through its various Social Centres, Universities, Pastoral efforts 
and others. However a coordinated action has not always been our strength. In an effort to map the 
initiatives in PHR we have identified a few groups who are willing to collaborate. We have now proposed 
a wider and more concrete plan for collaborative efforts in promoting Peace and Human Rights globally, 
internationally and inter sectorally.  

Planning for Collaboration by the PHR Network 

We have arrived at some strategic guidelines and tentative plans to go forward. As a network we will 

a) Give particular attention to social developments and crises where the linkage between peace and 
human rights is evident.   

b) Our steps will be rooted in Ignatian Spirituality 
c) We will place a  high value on close accompaniment of those who suffer from conflict and human 

rights violations 
d) We will develop newer forms and fora of collaboration  within and outside the Church 
e) The rights of the victims, women, migrants, refugees and other excluded groups will be a primary 

concern for us. 

1.  An Action Plan  

The overarching theme for the network was dubbed: “Economic and gender justice in situations of 
conflict: Alternative models for the rights to basic need, empowerment and peace.” The theme was 
further broken down in two sub-themes: 

Sub-theme 1 

Particular focus on the situation in the Great Lakes region in Central Africa, especially focusing on the 
interaction between the denial of economic rights to the fulfillment of basic needs, the violation of the 
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rights of women through gender based violence, and possible paths toward peace and reconciliation in 
the region. This sub-theme can include the situation in Sudan and the newly independent country of 
South Sudan. 

The Jesuit conference of Africa and Madagascar and the Jesuit conference of the United States were 
assigned to develop this theme into an action plan. 

Sub-theme 2 

The second sub-theme was formulated as follows: The right to decent livelihood, entitlements and 
alternative approach to development. The Jesuit conference of Latin America, CPAL and the South Asia 
Assistance were tasked to develop this theme into an action plan. 

2.  Planning with Coordinator of JASC/JESAM Social Apostolate 

Fr Leonard Chiti will liaise with Fr David Hollenbach from Boston College and Fr Ferdinand Muhigirhwa 
from CEPAS, Kinshasa to determine priority issues that can be explored for advocacy. CEPAS has 
assigned Fr Leon to help with the research project due to start in January 2013. 

3.  Planning for South Asian Social Apostolate (JESA) 

JESA have decided to bring on board those groups and activists left out. In early 2013 they have planned 
a convention with wider participation to get as many as possible involved in the network. The team 
plans to have concrete action programmes under the sub theme ‘The right to decent livelihoods, 
entitlements and alternative approaches to development’. JESA is also mandated to network with the 
Jesuit conference of Latin America (CPAL) to develop this theme and work out concrete action plans.  

Possibilities for collaboration 

The network hopes to identify and bring together many of the Jesuit and non-Jesuit efforts at building 
peace and promoting human rights around the themes proposed above. We want to get as many as 
possible on board around the themes proposed, or newer themes as the partners agree but within the 
larger framework of Peace and Human Rights. 

Contacts 

Africa and global level:  Leonard Chiti (leader), lcchiti@yahoo.com;  
South Asia:   George Mutholil, gmutholil@gmail.com; Sagar Ravi, ravisagarsj@gmail.com. 
US:    David Hollenbach, david.hollenbach@bc.edu;  
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