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CONCEPT NOTE   

JULY 12, 2012 

On collaboration and networking between Centers located within the Jesuit Conference 
of the United States of America, JCUSA and Centers within the conference of the Jesuit 
Superiors of Africa and Madagascar, JESAM, on peace and human rights in the Great 
Lakes region of Africa 

1. Introduction 

At General Congregation (GC), 35, delegates called for the establishment of advocacy links and 
the building of networks where Jesuits around the world work on the same themes. GC 35 
affirmed that one effective way of furthering the work of transforming the world is through 
networking and advocacy (GC 35, D 3 Nos 28, 29). 
One of the rationales of the new Global Ignatian Advocacy Network is to work towards 
integrating the call of GC 35 to work for the reconciliation of fractured relationships amongst 
human beings and creation as well as with the Creator in all our apostolates by developing more 
collaborative projects across the globe.  

Prior to GC 35, several meetings were held in different places over a period of three years. At 
many of these meetings the need to collaborate and form networks was repeatedly expressed. 
In November 2008, 45 Jesuits and some of their collaborators met at El Escorial in Spain and 
formed eight (8) networks. However, only five (5) of the 8 took off the ground.  

The Peace and Human Rights network is one of the five Global Ignatian Advocacy networks, 
GIAN, formed at El Escorial. Other networks include the Right to Education, Governance of 
Natural and Mineral Rights (GNMR), Ecology, and Migration. Between November 2008 and 
June 2012, the Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat, SJES, has been supporting all the 
networks to draw up concrete programmes to put into practice the commitment that Jesuits 
made to work together. 

Three workshops have been conducted to help Jesuits arrive at specific issues to collaborate on 
within the networks. A preliminary workshop for leaders of the networks was held in Rome in 
April 2011. This was followed by a general workshop at Loyola in June 2011, which was 
attended by members of the core-group of the networks. In June 2012, the Peace and Human 
Rights network held its Specific workshop in Nuremberg. At this workshop, the network 
formulated two themes that will guide its work.  

One of the two themes that will guide this work in Africa, the United States and perhaps 
elsewhere  is: 

‘’Economic and gender justice in situations of conflict: Alternative models for the rights to  basic 
needs, empowerment and peace.” 

This theme to be pursued in the networking between Africa and the United States was further 
elaborated in the following way: 
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‘’The Global Ignatian Advocacy Network on Peace and Human Rights proposes to pursue 
collaborative work between Centers in Africa and the United States, in the field of economic and 
gender justice, which will advance human rights and peace in situations of conflict.  Systematic 
transcontinental cooperation of our apostolates will bring benefits in especially in the following 
areas:  meeting  basic needs through alternative models to welfare and development, working 
for gender justice and overcoming gender based violence in regions of conflict, and  peace and 
reconciliation..’’ 

The network agreed to pursue two sub-issues: 

1) Particular focus on the situation in the Great Lakes region in Central Africa, especially 
focusing on the interaction between the denial of economic rights to the fulfillment of basic 
needs, the violation of the rights of women through gender-based violence, and possible paths 
toward peace and reconciliation in the region, including new models for development and the 
use of natural resources.  2) .   Focus on conflict  between Sudan and South Sudan and internal 
conflicts with each state, including the relation between these conflicts and the economic 
situation, particularly the models of development and the use of natural resources that affect 
human rights and peace in the region.  . 

2. Proposals for actions 

It is proposed that two Centers take the lead in initiating this networking: Boston College’s 
Center for Human Rights and International Justice, and the Jesuit Centre for Theological 
Reflection in Lusaka, Zambia. Each of these Centres will seek to engage other Jesuit Centre’s 
in their Conferences that have expertise and interest in collaborative work on these sub-issues.  
the The goal will be to develop strong collaborative efforts among Jesuit-linked agencies aimed 
at participating in advocacy efforts designed to engage with the challenges of lack of lasting 
peace in the Great Lakes region. The Jesuit African Social Centres(JASC) together with the 
Jesuit Refugee Service, JRS, will become part of this programme. It is envisaged that other 
organizations will become part of the network, for example in Africa RHODECIC, Hekima 
College Institute of Peace Studies, CEPAS, etc. and in the United States the  Institute of 
International Humanitarian Affairs at Fordham University, the Institute for the Study of 
International Migration and the Berkeley Center for Religion and Internatinal Politics at 
Georgetown Univresity, the Kroc Center for Peace Studies at the University of Notre Dame, the 
Catholic Peacebuilding Network, etc.   in   

3.  Initial Steps towards establishing the joint work between JESAM AND JCUSA  
 

A. Goal  
To build a network to collaborate on enhancing  economic and gender justice and  the 
advancement of human rights and peace in situations of conflict.  This collaboration will 
likely focus on the Great Lakes Region of Central Africa and, perhaps, the situation in 
Sudan and South Sudan.  . 
  

B. Proposal for action  
1. Needs assessment from JASC 
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2. Investigate available resources’ from USA and Europe to assist JASC.  
3. Action oriented meeting  

 
C. Steps to be done  

1. Present proposal to JASC (LC) 
Leonard will present this proposal to the Jesuit African Social Centres, JASC 
meeting in Antananarivo in August 2012. 
 

2. Dialogue with US and other groups (DH) 
David has begun some preliminary conversations with interested organisations in the 
United States. 

 


