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Global Ignatian Advocacy Networks, GIAN 
Peace and Human Rights, PHR 
 
Draft Report on Mapping and Research of Jesuit Social Centres and other organisations 
involved in Peace and Human Rights work 
 

I. Introduction 
The following gives details and findings of a mapping exercise undertaken by the Peace 
and Human Rights, PHR, network of the Global Ignatian Advocacy Network, GIAN. The 
research was conducted by the core-group members1 while the Jesuit Centre for 
Theological Reflection, JCTR, coordinated the project.  
 
Background 
Ignatian networks 
 
Ignatian networks were formally inaugurated in August 2010 when Fr General, Nicolas 
Adolfo, gave his seal of approval. Before that the Social Justice and Ecology 
Secretariat, SJES, brought organised four international consultations involving Jesuits 
and their collaborators working on various thematic areas around the world.  
 
From such consultations, it became evident that there has been a growing sense in the 
Social Apostolate that global issues and challenges should be faced in common. 
Several meetings were held in Rome, Nairobi and Belem at which the desire for closer 
networking and joint actions was expressed. The annual meeting of Social Apostolate 
Coordinators in Rome in 2003 was an important milestone in that a strong desire to 
collaborate in advocacy work was strongly expressed. 
  
Further inspiration came from General Congregation 35, in 2008, and in particular 
decree three which calls for more collaboration of missions engaged in the same works 
and called for the establishment of advocacy links.2 
 
Other key developments include the meeting at El Escorial in November 2008, annual 
meetings of the Social Apostolate coordinators, the South-South meeting in Ranchi, in 
February 2010 and first meeting of leaders of networks in Rome 2010. A General 
workshop held at Loyola in 2011, endorsed plans to conduct research and mapping 
whose results are provided in this report.  
 
Background to Peace and Human Rights Network, PHR 
 
The Peace and Human Rights network is one of the five active thematic networks 
making up GIAN. Other networks are Migration, Ecology, Governance of Mineral and 
Natural Resources and the Right to education. 

                                                 
1 Members of the core-group are as follows: David Hollenbach, George Mutholil, Mauricio Garcia Duran and 
Leonard Chiti. 
2 See General Congregation 35, decree 3 nn 28, 35 
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At El Escorial, JESAM assumed the leadership of the network. The Hekima Institute for 
Peace and international Relations, HIPSIR, was assigned to be the secretariat. 
However, in Monrovia in October 2009, the JCTR replaced HIPSIR as a coordinating 
organisation following the internal challenges faced at HIPSIR. Ms Monde Nyambe 
provides secretarial and administrative support. 
 
 
In January 2010, Fr. Leonard Chiti, the leader of the network acting on behalf of JESAM 
consulted original members of the network to elicit their input. A concept note was 
drafted and circulated among the members detailing some principles, guidelines and 
proposals for the network.3 Initially the network had nine (9) members. Following a 
meeting of leaders of the network in May 2010, a core group was formed. At the 
moment, April 2012, the network has four core-group members from the United States, 
Colombia, India and Zambia.  
 
 
The table below shows the original members of the network. 
 

Table 1: Initial members of the network 

Name Organisation Conference Email 
Mauricio 
Garcia 
Duran 

CINEP CPAL direccion@cinep.org.co 

Luis Arriaga CENTER PRODH CPAL direccion@centroprodh.org.mx 
Elias 
Omondi 

HIPSIR/PhD 
Leeds/Bradford 

JESAM eliasomondi@gmail.com 

Leonard 
Chiti 

JCTR JESAM lcchiti@yahoo.com 

Elias Lopez JRS CEP International.assistantdirector@jrs.net 
Dani 
Villanueva 

ENTRECULTURAS CEP d.villanueva@entreculturas.org 

George 
Mutholil 

India Social 
Institute 
(Bangalore) 

South Asia mkgsj@yahoo.com 

Sebastian 
Amalraj 

Behavioural 
Science Centre 

South Asia amalrajsj@yahoo.com 

Ghislain 
Tshikendwa 

Coordinator Social 
Apostolate 

JESAM Tshikendwa@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 See appendix 3 
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II. Mapping  
A mapping exercise was undertaken to gather information on what is already being 
done in the areas of Peace and Human Rights within the Society of Jesus, the Church 
and the secular world. This would help in formulating strategies and actions in the 
future.  
 
The mapping phase of the research took two forms. The first, concerns gathering 
information within the Society of Jesus on works related to Peace and Human Rights, 
referred to as internal mapping. The second was to identify organisations, mostly of a 
secular kind involved in similar work. This is referred to as external mapping. Such 
organisations can become allies of the network in future. 
 

III. Methodology 
 
The following methods were employed in gathering information. An on-line 
questionnaire was employed to gather information from Jesuit sources.  Key Informant 
interviews were conducted for a select group of centres, mostly from Africa, and a desk 
research provided information for the external mapping. 
 
 
Internal Mapping 
This activity was done through an on-line questionnaire which was sent to all the 
regions and conferences of the Society of Jesus. Some interviews were also done for 
those organisations not captured in the on-line survey. A copy of the complete results of 
the questionnaire will be provided separately. 
  
External Mapping 
The external mapping was done through desk research.  
 

IV. Results 
The internal mapping yielded 55 results. The majority of the respondents were from 
Europe, 19, followed by Asia, 15, Latin America, 9, Africa and North America had 8. 
Information from Asia Pacific was not immediately available.  
 
Table 2 Summary Results from internal mapping 
 
Conference Number of responses 
Conference of European Provincials 19 
Jesuit Conference of South Asia 15 
Conference of Latin America 9 
Jesuit Superiors of Africa and Madagascar 8 
Jesuit Conference of the United States of America 6 
Total 55 
 
Information on church related organisations involved in Peace and Human Rights will be 
supplied by the Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat. 
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V. Analysis 
 
A summary of the characteristics of the responses to the on-line questionnaire are 
presented below. The responses are broken down into conferences. An attempt has 
been made to identify the key or major themes that individual social centres are working 
on, recurring themes at conference levels as well as what look like global themes 
arising from the same dataset. 
 
One observation that can be made immediately is that most centres report that they 
work on human rights in a generic sense. More clarity may be needed on what this 
means. Some organisations have reported that they work on specific human rights such 
as access to health, education for all and question of the death penalty. 
 
The following are the results from conferences. 
 
Conference of European Provincials 
 
Nineteen (19) responses were received from this conference making it by far the 
biggest concentration of social centres involved in Peace and Human Rights. The 
mapping exercise in this conference yielded a wide range of themes that social centres 
in the conference are engaged with. Over 20 themes were identified from the data 
collected.  
 
About a dozen themes were common in many social centres in this conference. 
Prominent amongst the common themes were: 

• Human Rights, (in a generic sense) 
• education for all (human rights in a specific sense) 
• research and documentation 
• economic justice (generic sense) 
• media relations 
• interreligious dialogue and 
•  migration. 

 
Many centres in this conference are research oriented. They are involved in research 
and documentation. They can be characterised as ‘think tanks.’ Some are involved in 
accompanying migrants.  
 
See appendix 1 for more details. 
 
Jesuit Conference of the United States of America 
 
Six (6) responses were received. Some of the centres in the Conference are attached to 
universities. Many are involved in research and theological reflection. Common themes 
in this conference include human rights, peace and reconciliation, refugees and 
displacement and women and gender issues.  
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Some are involved in accompaniment; work with parish groups and provide 
documentation to refugees. JRS is active in the latter domain. At the conference level, it 
provides humanitarian and relief support.  
 
See appendix 2 for more details 
 
Jesuit Conference of South Asia, JCSA 
 
Fifteen (15) responses were received from this conference. 
Jesuits and their collaborators are involved in a diverse range of issues. These issues 
range from research, education, awareness building to lobbying. Prominent themes that 
cut across the conference include human rights in general, access to social services 
such as education and health, women and gender issues and economic justice. Other 
interventions include providing free legal services and working against human 
trafficking. Two centres reported working on peace and reconciliation while the rest 
focus on human rights issues. 
 
Appendix 3 gives more details on the findings from South Asia. 
 
Conference of Latin America, CPAL 
 
Nine (9) responses were received from this conference. In this region, Jesuits and their 
collaborators are involved in research, training and documentation on human rights 
issues. Some of the strong interventions in the conference are networking, 
communication and alliance development. One centre, CINEP, is renowned for its 
documentation of human rights violations. Other forms of interventions include 
accompanying victims of violations and advocacy to change the criminal justice system 
of the country, Mexico and promoting dialogue between faith and culture. 
 
Appendix 4 gives more details about CPAL’s work on peace and human rights 
 
 
Jesuit Superiors of Africa and Madagascar, JESAM 
 
Three (3) responses came from Africa initially. However, physical follow-ups were 
conducted which yielded five (5) additional responses bringing the total number to eight 
(8). Apart from two (2), HIPSIR and CERAP which are academically oriented, and 
AJAN, advocacy oriented the rest of the centres in JESAM combine research and 
advocacy in their work.  
 
CERAP is offers academic courses at Master degree level. HIPSIR offers academic 
courses on peace and reconciliation also at master’s level. JCTR has focuses on 
advocating for the incorporation of Economic, Social and cultural rights in the republican 
constitution. CEPAS is strong on economic justice and peace and reconciliation. 
 
See appendix 5 for more details. 
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VI. Global themes on Peace and Human Rights 

 
A complex picture emerges from the data collected on interventions on Human Rights 
and Peace. This is to be expected given the diverse nature of the research site, i.e. the 
difference conferences from which data was collected. It is also expected that the 
contexts and challenges emanating from those contexts would yield a diverse range of 
response. One of the challenges will be to uphold the diversity of themes that individual 
centres and conferences engage with while searching for a few themes that the network 
can jointly work on. 

 
Having said that, it can be observed that some common themes cutting across all 
conferences can be discerned.  
 
The table below shows some themes common to many conferences. The selection of 
the themes is done by identifying themes that appear more than one in each 
conference. 
 
CEP South Asia JCUSA CPAL JESAM 
Migration Migration migration  Migration 
Human rights Human rights Human rights Human rights Human rights 
Refugees and 
displacement 

Refugees and 
displacement 

Refugees and 
displacement 

  

Access to health Access to health Access to health   
Networking  networking networking Networking 
communication  Communication   
Media relations  Media relations  media relations 
Research and 
documentation 

 Research and 
documentation 

Research and 
documentation 

Research and 
documentation 

Women and 
gender issues 

Women and 
gender issues 

Women and 
gender issues 

Women and 
gender issues 

Women and 
gender issues 

 Education for all Education for all Education for all Education for all 
 Peace and 

reconciliation 
Peace and 
reconciliation 

 Peace and 
reconciliation 

 
Women and gender issues as well as human rights appeared many times in all 
conferences. This was followed by research and documentation, education for all, 
migration as well as networking which all appeared in four out five conferences. 
Refugees and displacement, access to health, media relations, as well as peace and 
reconciliation appeared in three out of five conferences. Communication appeared in 
only two conferences. 
 
 
 
The table below ranks the themes according to the number of times they appear more 
than once in all conferences. 
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Theme Number of times across all conferences 
Human Rights 5 
Women and gender issues 5 
Research and documentation 4 
Education for all 4 
Migration 4 
Refugees and displacement 3 
Access to health 3 
Media relations 3 
Peace and reconciliation 3 
Communication 2 
  
 
From the above analysis it appears as if the two themes common to all conferences are 
human rights in general and women and genders issues. The question that can be 
asked is: are these the most important themes that the network seeks to engage with? It 
is a question that can be settled at the specific workshop. 
 

VII. Conclusion 
 

From the fore-going it is clear that Jesuits and their collaborators around the world are 
already doing a lot in responding to the challenges arising from lack of peace and 
inadequate recognition of and promotion of Human Rights. There are certainly more 
Jesuit Social Centres doing similar work but were not captured in the research. The 
Specific Workshop due to be held in June should devise can draw from the data 
presented in this report as well as the position paper and the strategic paper to devise 
strategies to jointly work on one or two themes in the network. 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1 
 
Conference of European Provincials mapping results 
 
Name of centre Major themes Recurring themes 

(conference) 
Other (global themes, 
peculiar, etc) 

Collegium Zingarorum Education for All, 
Human Rights, 
interreligious 
dialogue, migration, 
models of 
development, peace 
and reconciliation 

  

Roma integration 
centre 

Economic justice, 
education for all, 
Human rights, 
Interreligious 
dialogue, migration, 
models of 
development, peace 
and reconciliation 

Education for all, 
Human rights, 
Interreligious 
dialogue, migration, 
models of 
development, peace 
and reconciliation 

Migration 

Jesuit centre for faith 
and Justice 

Education for all, 
human rights, 
interreligious 
dialogue, peace and 
reconciliation, 
refugees and 
displacement 

 Refugees and 
displacement 

OCIPE (Hungary) Access to health, 
economic justice, 
education for all, 
models of 
development, peace 
and reconciliation, 
Reflections based on 
the Catholic social 
teaching 

Economic justice Access to health 

Heinrich Pesch Has 
kath. Akademie 
Rhein-Neckar 

Empowerment and 
mobilisation, 
networking, media 
relations 

Media relations Networking 

Oswald von nel-
Breuning Institute 

Communication, 
empowerment and 
mobilisation, media 
relations, networking, 
research and 
documentation 

Empowerment and 
mobilisation, 
networking 

Communication and 
media relations, 
research and 
development 

Academy CPH Communication, 
empowerment and 

Communication, 
research and 
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mobilisation, lobbying, 
media relations, 
networking, building 
relationships, 
research and 
documentation 

development 

Institute for Social and 
politics 

Media relations, 
building relationships, 
Research and 
documentation 

  

Centre avec Climate change, 
ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
Human rights, 
interreligious 
dialogue, migration, 
development models, 
refugees and 
population 
displacement 

Migration, refugees  

Research Seminar for 
Peace 

Economic justice, 
education for all, 
Human Rights, 
military spending, 
development models, 
peace and 
reconciliation 

 Military spending 

Ziaklanda biskup 
Josip Lang 

Right to health and 
access to care, 
economic justice, 
Human rights, 
interfaith dialogue, 
migration, Peace and 
reconciliation, 
refugees and 
internally displaced 
persons 

  

Radio Vatican Media relations   
Vice postulator e della 
cause de P. Ante 
Gabric SJ 

Collection of 
evidence, media 
relations, 
development of 
relations, research 
and documentation 

 Collection of evidence 

Foundation research 
seminar for peace 

Gender and women, 
immigration, military 
expenditure, Models 
of development, 
Human Rights, Peace 

Military expenditure Gender and women, 
defence of life 
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and reconciliation, 
defence of life 

Dialogue for Diversity Access to health, 
economic justice, 
Human Rights, 
Interreligious 
dialogue, migration, 
Peace and 
reconciliation, 
religious 
fundamentalism 

  

Jesuit Social network 
Italia Onus 

Right to health, 
ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
Prison system and 
death penalty 

 Death penalty 

Catholic Social 
Academy of Austria 

Ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all, 
peace and 
reconciliation, women 
and gender issues 

Ecology and 
environment, women 
and gender issues 

 

    
    
 
Appendix 2 
Jesuit conference of the United States of America internal mapping 
 
Name Major themes Recurring themes Other (global themes) 
Boston College for 
Human Rights and 
international justice 

Human rights, 
migration, peace and 
reconciliation, 
refugees and 
displacement, women 
and gender issues 

 Migration, peace and 
reconciliation, 
refugees and 
displacement 

Institute of 
Humanitarian affairs 

Access to health, 
child soldiers, climate 
change, ecology and 
environment, 
education for all, food 
security, HIV/AIDS, 
human rights, human 
trafficking, migration, 
models of 
development, 
natural/mineral 
resources, peace and 
reconciliation, 

Human rights, peace 
and reconciliation, 
refugees and 
reconciliation, women 
and gender issues 

Communication, 
media relations, 
networking, 
relationship 
development, ecology 
and environment, 
education for all, 
access to health, food 
security, human 
rights, models of 
development, peace 
and reconciliation, 
refugees and 
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refugees and 
displacement, women 
and gender issues, 
humanitarian affairs 

displacement, women 
and gender issues 

Jesuit Refugee 
Service 

Child soldiers, 
development aid, 
human rights, human 
trafficking, migration, 
refugees and 
displacement 

Human rights, 
refugees and 
displacement 

Migration, human 
rights, refugees and 
displacement 

Ignatian solidarity 
network 

Climate change, 
ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
human trafficking, 
migration, military 
spending, peace and 
reconciliation, 
refugees and 
displacement 

Ecology and 
environment, peace 
and reconciliation, 
refugees and 
displacement 

Economic justice, 
migration, military 
spending, peace and 
reconciliation, 
refugees and 
displacement, ecology 
and environment, 
climate change 

Legal action advocacy 
services 

Human rights, women 
and gender issues 

Human rights Human rights, women 
and gender issues 

Fordham IPED Access to health, 
child soldiers, climate 
change, development 
aid, ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all, food 
security, HIV/AIDS, 
human rights, human 
trafficking, indigenous 
peoples 

Access to health, 
child soldiers, climate 
change, economic 
justice, education for 
all, human rights 

Defining policies, 
education for all, 
economic justice, 
human rights 

 
 
Appendix 3 Jesuit conference of South Asia internal mapping 
 
Name  Major themes Recurring themes 

(conference) 
Other (global) 

Jeevan Sangham Access to helath, 
development aid, food 
security, human 
rights, models of 
development, women 
and gender issues, 
ecology and 
environment 

  

Vidya Bhavan Trust Human rights, peace 
and reconciliation, 
women and gender  

Human rights, women 
and gender issues 

Human rights, women 
and gender issues 
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issues 
India Social Institute Collecting 

testimonies, 
networking, 
empowerment and 
mobilisation, research 
and documentation 

 Collecting 
testimonies, 
empowerment and 
mobilisation 

Sharmik Abhivrudhi 
Sangh 

Access to health, 
climate change, 
ecology and 
environment, 
education for all, 
economic justice, food 
security, human 
rights, migration, 
women and gender 
issues 

Access to health, 
ecology and 
environment, food 
security, human rights 

Access to health, 
ecology and 
environment, climate 
change, education for 
all, economic justice, 
human rights, 
migration, women and 
gender 

Sampurna Vikas 
Samiti Aurgangabad 

Ecology and 
environment, 
education for all, 
human rights, 
migration, women and 
gender issues 

Ecology and 
environment, 
education for all, 
human rights, 
migration, women and 
gender issues 

Ecology and 
environment, 
education for all, 
human rights, women 
and gender issues 

Kalangari Human rights, 
religious 
fundamentalism, 
women and gender 
issues 

Women and gender 
issues, human rights 

Women and gender 
issues, human rights 

Social Watch Tamil 
Nadu 

Access to health, 
development aid, 
economic justice, 
education for all 

Access to health, 
development aid, 
economic justice, 
education for all 

Access to health, 
economic justice, 
education for all 

St Xavier’s school, 
Hadia 

Ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all, 
human rights, 
indigenous peoples, 
natural and mineral 
resources, peace and 
reconciliation 

Ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all, 
human rights 

Peace and 
reconciliation, 
education for all, 
human rights 

St Xavier English 
School 

Peace and human 
rights 

  

St Xavier Girls High 
School 

   

Loyola vocational 
training centre 

Tribal land, women 
and children tea 
workers wages, 
ecology and 
environment, 

Ecology and 
environment, 
education for all, food 
security, human 
rights, peace and 

Refugees and 
displacement, 
education for all, 
human rights, peace 
and reconciliation 
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education for all, food 
security, human 
rights, human 
trafficking, indigenous 
peoples, peace and 
reconciliation, 
migration, refugees 
and displacement 

reconciliation 

Legal action services Human rights, 
reduction of practices 
of untouchability 

  

Vikas Kendra Ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all 

Ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all 

Ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all 

    
 
 
Appendix 4 Jesuit conference of Latin America internal mapping 
 
Name Major themes Recurring themes 

(conference) 
Other (global) 

CINEP Communication, policy 
development, 
empowerment and 
mobilisation, 
advocacy/lobbying, 
media relations, 
networking, research 
and documentation, 
alliance development 

  

CPAL Communication, 
networking, alliance 
development 

Communication, 
networking, alliance 
development 

Networking 

CEFASA Awareness raising, 
access to 
interculturality, 
accompany victims, 
education/sensitisation 
of impoverished 
populations, advocacy 

Advocacy  

Programme Suyusam Climate change, 
models of 
development, 
economic justice, 
education for all, food 
security, gender and 
women 

 Climate change, 
models of 
development, 
economic justice, 
education for all, food 
security, gender and 
women 
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Appendix 5 
Jesuit superior of Africa and Madagascar, JESAM internal mapping 
 
Name Major themes Recurring themes 

(conference) 
Other (global themes) 

Jesuit Centre for 
Theological 
Reflection, JCTR 

Climate change, 
development aid, 
economic justice, food 
security, human 
rights, models of 
development, 
governance issues, 
trade issues, 
employment issues 

 Climate change, 
economic justice, 
human rights, models 
of development 

Silveira House Human rights, 
indigenous peoples, 
natural/mineral 
resources, peace and 
reconciliation 

Human rights Peace and 
reconciliation, 
indigenous peoples, 
natural/mineral 
resources 

RODHECIC Child soldiers, 
development aid, 
ecology and 
environment, 
economic justice, 
education for all, food 
security, HIV/AIDS, 
human rights, 
migration, 
natural/mineral 
resources, peace and 
reconciliation, prison 
system, death 
penalty, women and 
gender issues 

  

Jesuit Hakimani 
Centre 

Awareness building 
on peace and human 
rights, mass 
mobilisation, lobbying 
and networking 

  

Hekima Institute of 
peace studies and 
international relations, 
HIPSIR 

Academic 
programmes on 
peace and 
reconciliation, 
outreach on peace 
and reconciliation, 
research and 
documentation 

Research and 
documentation 

Research and 
documentation 

CERAP Peace building and 
development, 
realisation of human 

Academic course on 
human rights, 
research and 
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rights, and expansion 
of democracy, 
research and 
documentation, 
academic course on 
human rights at M.A 
level 

documentation 

Centre d’etude pour 
l’action sociale, 
CEPAS 

Economic justice, 
research and 
documentation, peace 
and reconciliation 

Economic justice, 
peace and 
reconciliation 

Economic justice, 
peace and 
reconciliation, 
research and 
documentation 

    
 


