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1. Presupposition:  The Interconnection of Peace and Human rights 

 This Global Ignatian Advocacy Network on Peace and Human Rights will build its 

Strategic Plan on the conviction that the promotion of peace and the protection of human rights 

are essentially linked with each other.  The bloody experience of the wars of the twentieth 

century has led both secular society and the Catholic community to a new awareness that peace 

is dependent on respect for human dignity and human rights.  

 The Preamble of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms this linkage when it 

proclaims that avoiding the kind of horrendous violence embodied in the Nazi genocide of the 

Jewish people requires respect for the human dignity of human rights of all persons. The 

Preamble of the Universal Declaration also appeals to the experience the human destruction of 

two twentieth century World Wars. As an alternative to such destruction the Declaration affirms 

that “recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of 

the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.”  In addition, the 

Preamble notes the waves of anti-colonial sentiment that arose in India in the 1940s and that 

would soon spread across other parts of Asia and Africa in the 1950s and 60s.  Respect for 

human dignity and human rights, the Preamble maintains, is required if people are “not to be 

compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression.” If 
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respect for human rights is lacking, therefore, the violence of war and revolution is likely to 

follow.  The strategic plan of this GIAN Task Force is therefore built on the conviction that work 

for peace and work for human rights are deeply connected.   

 The interconnection of peace and human rights is also reflected in Catholic social 

teaching.  John XXIII’s Peace on Earth is both a major statement of the church’s commitment to 

the promotion of peace and a significant positive advance in the church’s ministry for human 

rights.  Vatican II observed that true peace is not merely the absence of war.  Genuine peace 

must be built on justice.  Thus it requires that the basic rights of all be respected, including the 

civil-political rights that enable people to participate in self-governance and the social and 

economic rights whose protection will help overcome the economic inequalities that often lead to 

conflict (see Gaudium et Spes, nos. 78 and 83).  Working for peace and seeking to protect human 

rights in both the political and economic spheres are thus seen as closely linked in Catholic 

thought. In recent decades, the Popes have further emphasized this link between peace and 

human rights in their messages for the celebration of the Day of Peace: 

• Paul VI in his message “The Promotion of Human Rights, the Way to Peace”, on January 

1st 1969, said in a very clear way: “Peace is today intrinsically linked with the ideal 

recognition and effective realization of the Rights of Man. To these fundamental rights 

there corresponds a fundamental duty, which is Peace.” 

• John Paul II in his message “Respect for Human Rights: The Secret of True Peace,” on 

January 1st 1999, stated: “Peace flourishes when these rights are fully respected, but when 

they are violated what comes is war, which causes other still graver violations.” 

• Benedict XVI in his message “The Human Person, the Heart of Peace”, on January 1st 

2007, reiterated that “A true and stable peace presupposes respect for human rights” (No. 

12). 
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As this GIAN Peace and Human Rights Network develops its plans for action, therefore, it will 

give particular attention to social developments and crises where the linkage between peace and 

human rights is evident.   

 

2. Ignatian Criteria for Discerning the Work of the Network  

 
The commitment and experiences of Jesuits and collaborators in human rights, 

peacebuilding and reconciliation is rooted in our Ignatian spirituality. Recognizing our fragility 

and sinfulness, we have discovered that we ourselves are forgiven and reconciled by the 

unconditional love of God. We also feel called by the Lord to work with Him at the service of 

the others by sharing our deepest experience of a loving God, who commits himself to human 

beings amidst a world of violence, and who himself chooses the path of sharing in alliance with 

human beings. We have felt invited by Christ to walk in solidarity with people crucified by 

violence and war, manifesting to them the unconditional compassion and tenderness of our God, 

crucified again with today’s victims. But we also have discovered that the Risen Christ is present 

among us, both consoling us and enabling us to become peacemakers and agents of 

reconciliation. Christ is among His people, leading us to commit ourselves to building 

contrasting communities in which peace, justice, and harmony are possible.” (Cf. Seeking Peace 

in a Violent World, Promotio Iustitiae, No. 89, 2005/4, p. 21). Like the first companions in the 

Society, we feel called to work in “reconciling the estranged” (Formula of the Institute – 1550 

§1). We are called by the Church to be at the frontiers of work for human rights and peace (Cf. 

GC 35, D. 3, No. 8, 26, 27 & 28). 

Emerging from this spiritual tradition, some of the Ignatian criteria that should inform our 

work in human rights and peace are the following:   
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a. The Ignatian tradition places a high value on close accompaniment of those who 

suffer from conflict and human rights violations. The GIAN network on Peace 

and Human Rights should seek to make choices about its strategic priorities by 

drawing on the experience of those who are the victims of conflict and whose 

human rights are being violated.   

b. A key contribution from Jesuit and Ignatian-inspired institutions is the way they 

might help both the church and the larger secular society contribute to a peace 

based on an “integral and shared humanism” that requires respect for the full 

range of human rights (see Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 

2004, no. 6).  This means Ignatian work for peace and human rights should be 

vigorous in its pursuit of cooperation with all other groups working on these 

issues, including Catholic organizations but also those from other religious 

traditions and those inspired by broadly secular values as well. 

c. The Ignatian tradition also places a high value on the contribution of intellectually 

serious analysis to the advancement of human well being and the common good.  

Therefore the GIAN network on Peace and Human Rights should seek to work in 

collaboration with Jesuit sponsored universities, social research Centers, and other 

groups that undertake the kind of in-depth analysis of the issues that sustained and 

effective work for peace and human rights  requires. 

d. Recent Jesuit General Congregations* have emphasized the importance of 

building Ignatian ministries on serious efforts to reach across boundaries 

                                                 
* “A specific challenge today is to embody Christ’s ministry of healing and reconciliation in a world increasingly 
divided by economic and social status, race and ethnicity, violence and war, cultural and religious pluralism. These 
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separating diverse cultural and religious traditions.  This means that the GIAN 

network on Peace and Human Rights should seek, where possible, to build 

interreligious pathways to peace and human rights, and to address situations 

where cultural differences  are sources of conflict or the violation of rights.  This 

means that the GIAN Network should work to overcome self-defensive religious 

fundamentalisms and reassertions of ethnic identity that lead to violence and the 

denial of human dignity. Here the Network can draw from the best of the Catholic 

intellectual tradition to help the larger Catholic community collaborate with other 

traditions to support peace and the human rights of all persons.  

e. The Jesuit commitment to justice also has important economic implications that 

should shape the priorities of the Network.  Respect for economic and social 

rights in today’s world is marked by steep inequality. The Jesuit commitment to 

justice sees challenging these inequalities as a crucial contribution to long-term 

peace. Thus the Network should seek to emphasize projects to work against 

dramatic inequalities and for more equal levels of participation in economic and 

political life where some are presently excluded from even minimum levels of 

participation.  Thus human rights raise major challenges to the global economic 

situation of today.   

 

3. Key Areas for Work on Peace and Human Rights Today 

 There are a number of areas where peace and human rights are interconnected and that 

are of particular importance in light of Ignatian commitments in the field of international justice 

                                                                                                                                                             
divisions must be a focus of Jesuit priestly ministry because Christ’s work of reconciliation breaks down the walls of 
division among peoples” (GC 34, D. 6, §14). 
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and peace.  Determining which of these areas and which more specific issues within them should 

be of central concern for the Network will require discernment in light of the urgency of 

particular crises within these areas, forms of collaboration among Jesuit institutions and other 

potential partners determined by the “mapping” of the possible scope of the network, and the 

resources at the disposal of the network. Among these areas are the following. 

a. Efforts to advance deeper understanding of the common humanity of  people 

from diverse  religious, cultural, and ethnic traditions and the relevance of this 

understanding to both peace and human rights today in areas of serious conflict.  

Work in this area would call for collaboration between social centers, educational 

institutions, and pastoral ministries in the area concerned.  The possible 

networking of Jesuit institutions in all three areas is potentially a unique resource 

for transnational, transcultural and interreligious pursuit of greater understanding 

of our common humanity that can contribute to both peace and human rights.  We 

need to develop creative ways to tap the potential of this unique resource. 

b. Jesuit and partner institutions could network together in pursuit of the most basic 

economic rights of the poor of today’s global society, especially in areas where 

the denial of such rights is a source of conflict and war.  This will require both 

experiential and pastoral insertion with poor people to empower and help them 

contribute to setting the agenda for such efforts and serious analytical 

investigation of how global economic institutions can and should be changed so 

they provide these rights to all. 

c. The rights of victims should be a central issue in Jesuit and partner institutions. 

The close accompaniment and support to victims is a critical aspect of a Jesuit 
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intervention. There is a necessity to promote a healing process among the victims 

in order to allow them to become again citizens with recognized rights.  This will 

include overcoming the impunity of those who violate their rights. There is no 

real peace without truth, justice, and reparation to the victims.  

d. The rights of women are frequently among the first casualties in war and other 

conflicts.  Thus work at the intersection of pursuit of peace and human rights 

should give particular attention to the rights of women in situations of conflict.  

This will require serious exploration of the intersection of gender roles and equal 

human rights in the diverse religious traditions, including Catholicism, and in the 

cultures that are relevant to the conflict being addressed.  In light of the 34th 

General Congregation’s Decree on Jesuits and the Situation of Women in Church 

and Civil Society, Jesuit and Ignatian institutions should be in the forefront of 

efforts to advance reflection on and the practice of the relation between equal 

human rights of women and the advancement of peace in our world. 

e. Among the persons whose human rights are most gravely violated today are 

refugees and migrants.  Jesuit and partner institutions can and should collaborate 

with each other and with the Jesuit Refugee Service in developing advocacy 

strategies to promote the rights of the displaced, especially those displaced by 

war.  We should also work to advance understanding that the displacement of 

people and the denial of their right to remain in their homes is one of the most 

harmful effects of war.  Thus protection of the rights of the displaced and 

resistance to war are very often closely connected with each other. 
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f. Advocacy and lobbying are crucial if our institutions are to contribute effectively 

to change towards a more just and peaceful world. It is necessary to do clear 

planning for ways Jesuit and partner institutions can play a role in this advocacy  

(for example, in Geneva, New York, The Hague, Brussels, Washington). A 

greater, long-term impact will also depend on developing  a common and 

sustainable strategy to face critical aspects like the growing level of impunity, 

which requires a comprehensive strategy in order to have impact in the political 

arena, both at national and international levels. 

There are no doubt other important areas for potential networking.  These should be explored and 

developed at the planning meeting in Nuremberg. 

 

4. More Specific Strategic Decisions 

 Because the Network on Peace and Human Rights is just beginning, and because it 

clearly can only address a modest number of the many issues of peace and human rights that are 

of importance today in light of Ignatian principles, some further criteria for decision about 

priorities will be needed.  Criteria such as the following should be considered at the meeting in 

Nuremberg. 

a. What are the most urgent and destructive conflicts that have very negative 

impact on human rights today? 

Possible candidates include:  the Great Lakes conflict in Eastern Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Burundi and bordering regions;  the unstable peace 

between Sudan and the newly independent South Sudan; the  internal conflict in 
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Syria; the long-standing Palestinian-Israeli conflict; the engagement of the US and 

western allies in Afghanistan; the conflict in Colombia; others? 

b. Are there specific peace/human rights issues that our existing work positions us 

to focus upon in developing a Peace and Human Rights Network?   

 Possible issues could include:  the impact of war and conflict on the human rights 

of refugees and internally displaced persons; the relation between the pursuit of 

economic justice and both peace and human rights; the impact of religious and/or 

ethnic conflict on both peace and human rights; the negative impact of drug 

trafficking in conflicts and human rights violations; other issues? 

c. What situations involving the interconnection of peace and human rights are most 

immediately addressable by Jesuit institutions and their partners in each of major 

regions of Jesuit work? 

 These could include:  In the Americas:  the conflict in Colombia; in Africa: the 

great Lakes conflict or the unstable peace in Sudan and South Sudan; in the 

Middle East, the rights of Christians;  in Asia: the issues of human rights in 

China, Afghanistan, or the rights of dalit people on India; others? 

d. Are there potential partnerships that would enable us to multiply the impact of 

our activities if we were to focus on actions chosen because such partnerships are 

possible? 

These could include:   

i. Forming a partnership with the Catholic Peacebuilding Network based at 

Notre Dame University in the United States (an institution that has already 
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undertaking peace initiatives in the Philippines, in Colombia, and in the Great 

Lakes region of Africa).   

ii. This could also include choosing several key Jesuit sponsored institutions is 

different parts of the world as primary participants in or collaborators with the 

Peace and Human Rights Network, e.g. JRS; CINEP in South America; the 

Jesuit Center of Theological Reflection or the Hekima School of Peace 

Studies in Africa; the Indian Social Institute and/or another location in Asia; 

the Jesuit European Social Centre in Brussels. 

There are doubtless other areas to consider in determining how we will determine our priorities.  

We will reach decisions on these priorities at the meeting in Nuremberg. 
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